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MINUTES  OE  THE  ANNIVERSARY. 


The  Southern  Aid  Society  held  its  First  Anniversary  in  Mercer- 
street  Church,  New-York,  on  Wednesday  Evening,  Oct.  25th,  1854. 

James  Boorman,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Society,  occupied  the  chair. 
The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hutton,  of  New- 
York.  The  President  then  rose  and  addressed  the  assembly  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  effect  : — 

This  is  the  first  Anniversary  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society.  The  objects 
of  it  are  generally  well  understood.  According  to  the  order  of  business, 
it  may  be  expected  that  I  should  say  something  of  my  own  sentiments 
in  regard  to  it.  I  cannot  do  so  better  than  by  adopting  the  language 
of  a  distinguished  gentleman  of  Massachusetts,  who  says,  in  a  letter  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  to-day :  “The  more  1  have  reflected  on  the  objects  of  this 
Society,  its  proposed  mode  of  action,  and  the  great  motives  which  have 
led  to  its  establishment, .the  deeper  is  my  conviction  of  its  importance 
as  a  branch  of  the  great  system  of  Gospel  benevolence  now  going  on¬ 
ward  in  our  land.  The  addition  to  it  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society,  would 
seem  to  bring  that  system  near  to  completeness.  May  the  Lord  bestow  his 
blessing.”  It  is  a  similar  conviction  of  the  high  importance  of  this  So¬ 
ciety  that  brings  me  here  to-night.  The  writer  of  the  letter  referred  to, 
is  the  Hon.  George  Grennell,  a  gentleman  of  high  standing  and  moral 
worth. 

An  abstract  of  the  Treasurer’s  Report  was  read  by  Gerard  Hallock, 
Esq.  Treasurer  of  the  Society.  An  abstract  of  the  Report  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Jos.  C.  Stiles,  D.  D.  General 
Agent. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  P.  G.  Hovey,  of  New-York,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  Reports  read,  be  adopted,  and  published  under  the  direction  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Dr.  Hutton,  seconded  by  Dr.  Newton,  of  Jack- 
son,  Mississippi :  V 

Resolved , — That  whereas  God  has  evidently  raised  up  this  nation  to 
exert  a  strong  evangelizing  influence  upon  the  world,  therefore  we  owe 
it  to  God  and  to  man  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  supply  its  destitutions 
with  the  preached  Gospel. 
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On  motion  of  Rev.  P.  J.  Hovey,  seconded  by  Rev.  Dr.  Bethune,  of 
Brooklyn  : 

Resolved , — That  every  tie  of  country  and  of  Christianity,  that  all 
the  memories  of  the  past,  and  anticipations  of  the  future, — nay  !  that 
every  obligation  which  God  has  imposed  upon  man  in  the  second  table 
of  the  law,  summon  us  to  cherish  the  very  kindest  regards  toward  our 
Southern  brethren,  and  to  co-operate  with  them  heartily  in  efforts  to  build 
up  the  Kingdom  within  their  bounds. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Eddy,  of  Newark,  seconded  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Cox,  of  Owego  : 

Resolved , — That  whereas  no  violence  of  political  animosity;  no  abhor¬ 
rence  of  the  institution  of  Slavery ;  no  imaginable  combination  of  pow¬ 
erful  objections,  could  possibly  exonerate  us  from  obligation  to  send  the 
Gospel  to  the  destitutions  of  the  South,  had  she  never  constituted  a  part 
of  this  nation;  therefore  the  fact  that  the  Southern  and  South-Western 
States  are,  and  ever  have  been,  an  integral  part  of  our  common  country } 
does  not  absolve  us  from  our  solemn  duty. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  P.  J.  Hovey  : 

Whereas,  it  is  the  pre-eminent  glory  of  Christianity  to  rise  above  all 
prejudice  and  animosity,  and  love  all  men  ;  and,-  whereas,  it  is  the  pre¬ 
eminent  duty  of  the  Christian  to  overcome  all  manner  of  opposition,  and 
convey  the  Gospel  to  the  destitute ;  therefore, 

Resolved , — That  while  no  political,  no  religious  consideration  what¬ 
ever  should  influence  us  to  withhold  our  reasonable  sympathy  and  co-ope¬ 
ration  with  brother  Christians  in  giving  the  Gospel  to  the  needy, — every¬ 
thing  which  makes  up  the  spirit  and  the  practice  of  Christianity  should 
nerve  us  to  set  aside  the  temptations  of  the  day,  and  stretch  out  a  noble 
Christian  hand  to  the  South. 

After  listening  to  interesting  and  effective  addresses  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Newton,  Dr.  Bethune,  and  Dr.  Cox,  the  Benediction  was  pronounced  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Skinner,  of  New-York. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Eddy  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Fourth 
Article  of  the  Constitution  be  so  altered  as  to  appoint  two  additional 
members  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  P.  J.  Hovey,  the  present  Officers  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  were  unanimously  re-elected  ;  Rev.  Joel  Parker,  D.  D.  and  Horace 
Holden,  Esq.  both  of  New-York,  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the 
Executive  Committee;  and  William  H.  Brown,  of  Chicago,  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
Samuel  Reeve,  Esq.  of  Richmond,  Ya. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art.  I.  This  Association  shall  be  called  the  Southern  Aid  Society. 

II.  The  object  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  diffusion  of  Gospel  Truth 
in  the  Southern  and  South-Western  States;  and  in  all  ordinary  cases  this 
shall  be  done  under  the  direction  of  Ecclesiastical  Bodies  or  Missionary 
Organizations  of  an  Evangelical  character,  within  said  States. 

III.  The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President, Vice-Presidents, 
forty  Directors,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  General  Agent,  to  be  appointed  an¬ 
nually  by  the  Society,  and  to  constitute  a  Board  of  Management,  seven 
of  whom  shall,  at  any  meeting  regularly  convened,  constitute  a  quorum. 
The  General  Agent  shall  also  act  as  Corresponding  and  Recording  Se¬ 
cretary. 

IV.  The  Board  of  Officers  shall  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  of 
eight  persons,  including  the  President,  Treasurer,  and  General  Agent, 
residing  in  the  city  of  New-York  and  its  vicinity,  five  of  whom  shall  con* 
stitute  a  quorum  at  any  meeting  regularly  convened.  The  Committee 
shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  its  own  meetings,  fill  any  vacancies  that 
may  occur  in  its  members  during  the  period  for  which  they  were  elect¬ 
ed,  call  special  meetings  of  the  Board,  or  of  the  Society,  for  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  such  matters  as  they  may  be  unable  or  unwilling  to  decide 
upon  themselves ;  receive  Auxiliaries ;  create  and  employ  such  Agen¬ 
cies  as  the  interests  of  the  Society  may  require  ;  appoint  Missionaries  ; 
have  the  control  and  disposal  of  the  funds,  property,  and  estates  of  the 
Society,  and  make  an  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Society. 

V.  The  President,  General  Agent,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Society — 
shall  be,  ex-officio ,  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

VI.  Persons  having  taken  part  in  meetings  preparatory  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  this  Society  may  become  members  of  it  by  subscribing  to  this 
Constitution.  Other  gentlemen  who  approve  of  the  object  and  princi. 
pies  of  the  Society  may  become  members  by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  present  at  any  regular  meeting,  annual  or  special,  or  by 
the  payment,  at  any  one  time,  of  one  huudred  dollars  into  the  treasury. 

VII.  Any  Missionary  Society  or  Association,  organized  to  labor  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  principles  and  on  the  plan  proposed  by  this  Society,  which 
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shall  agree  to  pay  its  surplus  funds  into  its  treasury,  and  shall  send  to 
the  General  Agent  a  copy  of  its  Constitution  and  Annual  Reports,  with 
the  names  of  its  Missionaries  and  fields  of  their  operation,  may  he  ad¬ 
mitted  as  an  Auxiliary. 

VIII.  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of 
New- York,  or  such  other  place  as  the  Executive  Committee  may  desig¬ 
nate,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  October  in  each  year,  when  the  officers 
shall  be  chosen,  the  Treasury  account  presented,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  foregoing  year  reported. 

IX.  This  Constitution  may  be  altered  at  any  Annnual  Meeting  of 
the  Society  by  the  votes  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present. 

After  choosing  the  President  of  the  Society,  and  several  other  offi¬ 
cers,  and  appointing  a  committee  to  Report  an  Address  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Public,  the  Meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  again  in  the  latter  part  of 
October. 

In  these  two  preliminary  meetings  much  interesting  information  re¬ 
specting  the  Southern  and  South-Western  States,  and  the  need  of  the 
proposed  organization  in  their  behalf,  was  communicated  not  only  by 
Northern  brethren  who  had  travelled  in  those  sections  of  our  country, 
but  also  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hamner,  of  Baltimore,  Rev.  Messrs.  Dunning, 
and  Samuel  Reeve,  Esq.  of  Virginia,  and  the  Rev.  Hugh  S.  Me  Elroy,  of 
Kentucky.  Entire  harmony  marked  the  deliberations,  find  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Society  was  hailed  with  expressions  of  heartfelt  joy  and  gra¬ 
titude  to  God  on  the  part  of  all  who  were  present.  It  was  felt  that  the 
event  demanded  especial  thanksgiving  to  the  Author  of  every  good. 

On  the  27th  of  October  the  Southern  Aid  Society  met  in  the  city 
of  New'-York,  according  to  adjournment.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Baird  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hovey  was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  Meeting  proceeded  to  elect  gentlemen  who  should,  in  connection 
with  those  that  attended  those  preliminary  meetings,  be  members  of  the 
Society  at  the  outset,  and  then  resumed  the  election  of  Officers,  a  list  of 
whom  is  here  subjoined  : — 
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OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT. 

JAMES  BOORMAN,  Esq.  New-York. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon.  William  Jessup,  L.  L.  D.  of  Pa. 

*  Anson  G.  Phelps,  Sen  Esq.,  New-York. 
Ambrose  White,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  Samuel  H.  Cox,  D  D.  Brooklyn. 

Rev.  Samuel  C.  Aiken,  D  D.  Cleaveland,  O. 

*  Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D  D.  Andover.  Mass. 
Rev.  Nath.  W.  Taylor,  D.  D.  New  Haven,  Ct. 


Rev  Thomas  H.  Skinner,  D.  D.  New-York. 
Rev.  Wm.  B.  Sprague,  D.  D.  Andover,  Masa. 
Hon.  Cyrus  P.  Smith,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Reuben  Post,  D.  D.  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Aristarchus  Champion,  Esq.  Rochester. 
Hon.  Charles  L.  Dubuisson,  Natchez,  Miss. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


Rev.  J.  Parsons  Hovey,  New-York. 

J.  B.  Sheffield,  Esq.  New-York. 

'Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Esq.  New-Ycrk. 

Rev.  Joel  Parker,  D.  D.  New-York. 

Rev.  Geo.  L.  Prentiss,  D.  D.  New-York. 

Hon.  John  L.  Mason,  New- York. 

Rev.  Thomas  H.  Skinner,  Jun.  New-York. 
Rev.  J.  J.  Owen,  D.  D.  New-York. 

Rev.  E.  R.  Fairchild,  D.  D.  New-York. 
Ex-Governor  Haines,  Hamburgh,  N.  J. 
Joseph  Dulles,  Esq.  Philadelphia. 

Stephen  Colwell,  Esq.  New-York. 

Rev.  Frederick  Converse.  D  D  New-York. 
Rev.  H.  A.  Rowland,  D.  D  Honesdale,  Pa. 
Richard  Edwards,  Esq.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hamner,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Rev.  Charles  H.  Read,  Richmond,  Va. 

Rev.  Dr.  Ross,  D.  D.  Chattenooga,  Ten. 

Rev.  Edward  N.  Kirk,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  Geo.W.  Blagden,  D.  D.  Boston,  Mass. 


EXECUTIVE 

Rev.  Geo.W.  Bethune,  D.  D.  Brooklyn,  N  Y. 
Rev.  Robert  Baird,  D.  D.  New-York. 

Anson  G.  Phelps,  Jun.  Esq.  New-York. 

Rev.  Ansel  D.  Eddy,  D.  D.  Newark,  N.  J. 


Pliny  Cutler,  Esq.  Boston,  Mass. 

William  Ropes,  Esq.  Boston,  Mass. 

John  Clark,  Esq.  Northampton,  Mass. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Agnew,  D.  D.  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

Hon.  George  Grennell,  Greenfield,  Mass. 
Rev.  Wm.  T.  Dwight.  Portland,  Me. 

Geo.  W.  Pickering,  Esq.  Bangor,  Me. 

Rev.  John  Richards,  D.  D.  Hanover,  N.  H. 
Rev.  John  Wheeler,  D.  D.  Burlington,  Vt 
Ex-Governor  Fairbanks,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt 
Gen.  Wm.  W.  Williams,  Norwich,  Ct. 
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William  H.  Brown,  Chicago,  Ill. 
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The  Religious  and  Benevolent  Societies  of  this  land  consti¬ 
tute  one  of  its  chief  glories.  For  many  reasons  such  organiza¬ 
tions  should  not  be  unduly  multiplied,  and  for  reasons  yet  more 
important,  they  should  not  be  discouraged  when  the  interests  of 
the  Church  and  of  the  country  require  them.  In  view  of  these 
truths — when  a  Religious  Institution  holds  its  first  Anniversary, 
it  should  be  deemed  its  first  duty  to  lay  clearly  before  the  Chris 
tian  public  that  condition  of  thifigs  which  is  supposed  to  demand 
the  Hew  Organization. 

I.  What,  then,  are  those  foundations  which  should  give  the 
Southern  Aid  Society  the  cheerful  countenance  of  the  Church  oi 
God ;  the  active  co-operation  of  ever f  true  friend  of  the  country  ? 

We  most  cheerfully  concede,  that  to  disburse  in  the  North- 
West  the  greater  portion  of  the  missionary  means  of  this  latitude, 
is  most  natural  and  proper.  If  not  the  largest,  the  North-  West 
is  the  most  promising  missionary  field  in  this  country.  Nor  can 
we  overlook  the  fact,  that  its  population  is  largely  composed  of 
the  descendants  of  those  who  contribute  the  monies  to  be  ex¬ 
pended.  After  recording  this  hearty  admission,  we  would  now 
most  respectfully  solicit  an  investigation  of  this  inquiry :  Do  not 
the  four  following  facts  decide,  that  the  Southern  and  South -  Western 
Sections  of  our  country  are  entitled,  at  our  hands,  to  a  greater 
degree  of  missionary  sympathy  and  co-operation  than  they  have 
ever  hitherto  received? 

In  illustrating  this  subject,  we  are  constrained  to  refer  to  the 
published  records  of  Church  and  State.  And  here  permit  us  to 
premise,  in  view  of  the  acknowledged  inaccuracies,  discrepancies, 
and  frequent  misinterpretations  of  such  documents,  we  would 
not  be  understood  to  contend  for  the  exact  accuracy  of  any  one 
of  our  numerical  statements.  We  have  endeavored,  however, 
to  make  an  honest  and  thorough  investigation,  and  we  trust 
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that,  on  every  point,  such  an  examination  will  find  its  result  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  statement  we  shall  venture  to  record. 

The  first  fact  to  which  we  call  attention  is  this : 

1.  Within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  religious  destitution 
lies  comparatively  at  the  South  and  South-West. 

The  population  of  the  South  possesses  its  share  of  venera¬ 
tion  and  of  confidence,  and  is,  of  course,  readily  affected  by  the 
Gospel.  In  proportion  to  privileges,  very  few  communities  have  . 
surpassed  the  southern  section  of  our  country  in  general  religious 
progress.  The  traveler  who  casts  his  eye,  for  the  first  time,  over 
her  territories  and  marks  on  every  hand  her  visible  distance 
from  the  social  improvements  of  the  North,  is  surprised  to  learn 
that,  in  point  of  number,  the  churches  and  church-members  of 
the  South  bear  a  very  creditable  comparison  with  those  of  the 
North,  and  in  proportion  to  population  are  decidedly  superior.  The 
South,  it  is  true,  is  inferior  to  the  North  in  educational  develop¬ 
ment  ;  and,  if  more  impulsive,  is  certainly  less  inquisitive.  This 
may  contribute  to  account  for  one  religious  feature  in  which  she 
may  be  said  to  have  the  advantage  of  her  northern  neighbor. 
Infidelities,  heresies,  and  novelties  do  certainly  prevail  more  ex¬ 
tensively  at  the  North  than  at  the  South.  We  utter  no  contra¬ 
diction  of  the  sentiments  advanced,  when  we  proceed  to  say  that 
from  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  the  North  has,  on  the 
whole,  preserved  a  decided  religious  superiority  over  the  South, 
and  especially  in  three  most  important  particulars — ample  supply 
of  Christian  institutions — extensive  acquaintance  with  Christian 
truth — and  thorough  Christian  regimen  both  in  the  church  and 
the  community.  The  causes  of  this  fact  are  obvious.  The  emi¬ 
grants  to  our  northern  shores  brought  with  them  this  superiority 
in  Christian  education  and  Christian  institutions.  The  consequent 
greater  sense  of  the  value  of  literary  and  religious  privileges 
in  their  descendants,  and  their  greater  density  of  population 
prompted  and  enabled  them  to  perpetuate  this  advantage  to  the 
present  day. 

Let  it  now  be  observed  that,  while  the  Southern  and  South- 
Western  States  have  always  needed  a  stronger  arm  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  to  raise  them  toward  a  Christian  equality  with  their 
Northern  brethren,  their  supply  in  this  respect  has  always  been 
decidedly  inferior. 
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The  Southern  ministry  is  inferior  to  the  Northern — 

1.  In  number.  As  far  as  statistics  may  be  learned  from 
published  records,  the  population  of  the  North  is  near  13,000,000  ; 
the  population  of  the  South  near  9,000,000.  In  the  six  following 
denominations,  Baptist,  Methodist,  Episcopalian,  Presbyterian, 
Congregational,  and  Reformed  Dutch,  the  ministry  at  the  North 
number  about  14,721 ;  at  the  South  7,226.  There  is,  at  the 
North,  something  like  one  minister  to  every  900  souls ;  at  the 
South,  one  minister  to  every  1,300. 

2.  In  strength.  The  ministry  at  the  North,  as  a  body,  are 
more  thoroughly  educated  for  their  work  than  the  ministry  at 
the  South.  To  the  credit  of  the  southern  church,  it  should  be 
known  that,  in  later  years  especially,  her  largest  denominations 
have  made  praiseworthy  progress  in  the  education  of  their  clergy. 
Notwithstanding  this  improvement  it  cannot  be  denied  that  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  clergymen  at  the  North  receive  a 
regular  education,  collegiate  and  theological,  than  at  the  South. 
Very  nearly  one  half  of  the  Northern  Ministry  belong  to  those 
sects  which  have  always  insisted  upon  the  thorough  education  of 
their  clergy,  while  scarcely  one  fifth  of  the  southern  clergy  have 
been  brought  up  within  their  pale. 

3.  In  labor.  The  ministry  of  the  North  give  a  greater  pro¬ 
portion  of  their  time  to  professional  pursuits  than  the  ministry 
of  the  South.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  solitary  church  in 
this  latitude  which  would  be  willing  to  employ  a  clergyman  who 
did  not  at  least  profess  to  give  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  work 
of  the  ministry.  This  certainly  is  not  so  extensively  true  of  the 
South.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  retired  districts  of  the  South 
and  the  South-West,  you  may  readily  find  a  clergyman  who 
neither  devotes  all  his  time  to  the  ministry  nor  professes  to  do  so. 
To  this  day  a  common  practice  in  the  country  districts  of  the 
South,  in  making  provision  for  the  minister,  is  this  ; — every  man 
subscribes  at  will  toward  his  annual  compensation.  The  sum 
thus  ordinarily  contributed  would  starve  a  large  portion  of  the 
clergy  at  the  South,' if  they  were  debarred  from  seeking  addi¬ 
tional  support  for  their  families  by  worldly  occupation.  The 
average  salary  of  twenty-one  ministers  in  the  Presbytery  of 
Union,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  is  $250.  The  grand  distinction 
between  the  North  and  the  South  on  this  subject,  you  perceive, 
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lies  in  this  fact :  The  degree  to  which  the  masses  at  the  North 
have  been  educated  both  to  the  obligation  and  the  practice  of 
providing  a  competent  support  for  their  ministry  (however  far 
from  perfection)  has  not  yet  been  approached  by  the  masses  of 
the  South.  The  northern  ministry  must,  of  course,  employ  a 
much  larger  portion  of  their  time  and  strength  in  ministerial 
duties  than  southern  ministers  are  accustomed  to  do. 

•  4.  In  access  to  the  field.  The  ministry  at  the  North  more  readily 
reach  the  souls  they  are  appointed  to  serve,  than  the  ministry  of 
the  South.  The  greater  sparseness  of  the  population  in  the  one 
section  of  the  country,  and  its  greater  density  in  the  other,  assure 
us  of  this  fact.  Indeed  if  the  tasks  of  the  northern  and  the  south- 
ern  laborers  were  so  far  exchanged,  that  the  northern  minister 
was  required  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  1300  souls,  and  the  southern 
minister  limited  to  900,  the  northern  laborer  would  probably 
still  have  the  lighter  work  to  do.  Compare  the  whole  field  at  the 
North  with  the  whole  field  at  the  South,  and  we  are  not  at  all 
convinced  that  two  men  would  serve  the  Gospel  any  more  easily 
or  perfectly  to  1300  souls  at  the  South,  than  one  man  now  serves 
his  900  at  the  North. 

Now  if  our  first  fact  be  true — that  the  people  of  the  North 
do  indeed  possess  a  more  extensive  evangelization  than  the 
people  at  the  South ;  and  if  our  second  fact  be  true — that  the 
Northern  Church  possesses  a  ministry  superior  to  the  ministry 
of  the  South  in  number,  power,  labor,  and  convenient  access — is 
not  our  first  proposition  established,  that  the  religious  destitution 
of  our  country  lies  largely  at  the  South  ? 

II.  The  Missionary  Resources  of  our  Country  God  has  located 
largely  at  the  North. 

This  is  true  both  in  respect  to  men  and  to  money. 

The  North  is  pre-eminently  the  land  of  schools,  common  and 
select ;  of  colleges  and  universities ;  of  seminaries  and  of  minis¬ 
ters.  There  are  now  at  the  North  something  like  1628  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  ministry — at  the  South  but  487.  Similar  is  the  dis¬ 
proportion  between  the  two  sections  of  the  Union  in  ability  to 
educate  men  for  the  Holy-office;  especially  in  the  number  and 
endowment  of  Theological  Institutions. 

Equally  distinguished  is  the  North  in  her  pecuniary  resources 
or  Home-Missionary  work.  In  proportion  to  population  the 


FIRST  REPORT. 


13 


North  is  somewhat  more  wealthy  than  the  South :  her  population 
is  a  fraction  more  than  one-third  larger  than  the  population  of  the 
South  ;  while  her  property  is  nearly  twice  as  large.  The  wealth 
of  the  North  is  more  than  $4,000,000,000 ;  that  of  the  South 
less  than  $3,000,000,000.  The  distinguishing  fact  on  this  subject 
however  is  this:  if  the  wealth  of  the  Church  may  be  judged 
either  by  the  amount  of  her  invested  property,  or  of  her  annual 
collections,  the  Church  at  the  North,  in  proportion  to  her  mem¬ 
bership,  possesses  more  than  twice  as  much  of  the  property  of 
the  North,  as  the  Church  at  the  South  possesses  of  the  property 
of  the  South.  A  considerable  and  a  creditable  portion  of  the 
Southern  Church,  it  will  be  remembered,  are  her  slaves ,  who 
have  no  property.  It  should  awake  no  surprise  then,  that 
the  vested  property  of  the  six  prominent  denominations  at  the 
North  is  something  like  $45,400,000  ; — at  the  South,  $14,500,000. 
Of  Northern  property  one  dollar  of  every  ninety-one  dollars  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Church  by  investment.  Of  Southern  property  one 
dollar  of  every  two-hundred  and  five  dollars  belong  to  the  church 
in  the  same  way.  The  annual  collections  for  Home  Missions  in 
the  two  sections  of  the  country  exhibit  something  like  the  same 
disproportion.  The  sum  total  of  Home  Missionary  collections, 
by  the  aforesaid  denominations  at  the  North,  is  $447,400  ;  at  the 
South,  $143,800.  If  the  property  of  the  Church  North  and 
South  is  indicated  by  their  vested  sums  respectively,  it  is  a  re¬ 
markable  fact  that  the  Southern  Church  contributes  somewhat 
more  liberally  to  Home  Missions  than  the  Northern.  After  all, 
the  annual  excess  of  collections  for  Domestic  Missions  at  the 
North  above  those  of  the  South,  is  more  than  $300,000. 

Now  if  our  first  fact  is  true, — that  God  annually  raises  up  so 
many  more  ministers  at  the  North  than  at  the  South  ;  and  if  our 
second  fact  is  true, — that  God  has  assembled  so  much  more  of  his 
silver  and  gold  in  the  Church  at  the  North  than  in  the  Church  at 
the  South, — do  not  these  two  facts  demonstrate  our  second  propo¬ 
sition, — that  the  Missionary  resources  of  our  country  God  has 
placed  largely  at  the  North. 

III.  The  Home  Missionary  power  of  our  eountrv  is  expended 
very  freely  upon  the  North, — very  sparingly  upon  the  South. 

This  is  true  both  in  respect  to  men  and  money. 

The  six  strongest  Denominations  of  our  country  annually 
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send  out  into  the  waste  places  of  this  nation  about  3,993  Mission¬ 
aries.  Of  this  number  2,402  are  stationed  in  the  destitute  regions 
of  the  North,  and  591  amid  the  larger  destitutions  of  the  South. 

The  same  six  denominations  expend  annually  upon  our  Home 
Missions  the  sum  of  $550,400.  Of  this  sum  $418,400  are  dis¬ 
bursed  in  supplying  the  destitutions  of  the  North,  and  $132,000 
in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  South. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a  large  part  of  the  Home  Mission¬ 
ary  work  annually  accomplished  within  the  limits  of  the  South,  is 
of  course  executed  by  the  South  herself.  It  becomes  therefore  a 
matter  of  important  inquiry  in  our  investigation,  to  ascertain  how 
much  of  Home  Missionary  assistance,  in  men  and  money,  the 
North  annually  contributestto  the  South.  Of  the  2,459  Mission¬ 
aries  annually  commissioned  at  the  North  by  the  six  denomina¬ 
tions,  2,402  are  employed  in  building  up  the  waste  places  of  the 
North,  and  57  sent  to  labor  in  the  destitutions  of  the  South.  Of 
the  $418,400  of  Home  Missionary  money  annually  expended  by 
that  portion  of  the  six  denominations  who  reside  at  the  North, 
more  than  $400,000  are  employed  to  build  up  the  waste  places  of 
the  North,  while  the  sum  of  $10,000  is  more  than  we  can  find 
annually  expended  upon  the  destitutions  of  the  South. 

Now  if  our  first  fact  be  true, — that  such  a  multitude  of  Mis¬ 
sionaries  are  annually  sent  forth  to  work  in  the  destitutions  of  the 
North,  and  so  few  to  toil  amid  the  wastes  of  the  South;  and  if 
our  second  fact  be  true, — that  so  very  large  a  sum  is  annually  ex* 
pended  upon  Missions  at  the  North,  and  so  very  small  a  sum 
upon  Missions  at  the  South, — is  not  our  third  proposition  es¬ 
tablished,  that  the  Home  Missionary  power  of  our  common 
country  works  most  abundantly  at  the  North,  most  sparingly 
at  the  South  ? 

Our  fourth  inquiry  is  this. 

IV.  Does  Christian  wisdom  or  Christian  kindness  suggest  an 
adequate  reason  for  this  our  almost  entire  oversight  of  the  mis¬ 
sionary  claims  of  the  South? 

We  of  the  North-East  send  forth  annually  thousands  of  Mis¬ 
sionaries  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  mainly  to  assist 
our  struggling  countrymen  at  the  West,  and  this  is  all  well.  It  is 
the  very  work  to  which  God  is  so  loudly  calling  up  this  nation 
and  the  world.  Yes,  it  is  right!  It  is  noble!  Our  heart  to  aid 
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the  West!  the  Lord  smile  upon  it  more  and  more!  They  are  in 
necessity,  and  we  should  help  them.  They  are  our  fellow-men, 
and  we  should  help  them.  Our  neighbors,  and  we  should  help 
them.  Our  countrymen  and  brethren,  and  certainly  we  should 
help  them.  But  if  we  can  do  so  much  for  the  West,  shall  we  do 
nothing  for  the  South?  Are  not  southern  settlements  in  neces¬ 
sity  as  well  as  they  ?  Our  neighbors  as  well  as  they?  Our  coun¬ 
trymen  as  well  as  they?  Our  Christian  brethren  as  well  as  they? 
We  are  one  great  family.  Why  should  all  this  massive  mission¬ 
ary  strength  from  year  to  year  be  put  forth  in  behalf  of  one 
branch  of  our  Christian  brethren,  and  so  feeble  a  hand  be  stretch¬ 
ed  out  to  another  ?  We  are  one  great  people.  Why  this  pro¬ 
digious  difference  in  the  pulsations  of  our  missionary  sympathy 
toward  two  equally  constituent,  adjacent  and  necessitous  sections 
of  our  common  country?  Would  not  God  be  equally  honored 
by  the  conversion  of  men  at  the  South,  as  by  the  conversion  of 
men  at  the  West?  Would  not  our  nation  be  measurably  fitted  to 
work  by  God’s  side  in  saving  the  world,  if  the  South  were 
brought  up  to  his  help,  as  if  the  W est  stood  by  him  ? 

Admit  every  thing  that  may  be  reasonably  claimed  upon  this 
subject, — that  the  moneys  are  raised  at  the  North,  and  we  have  a 
right  to  do  what  we  will  with  our  own ;  that  consanguinity  and 
all  manner  of  affinities  connect  the  East  with  the  West,  and 
therefore  it  is  most  natural  that  the  East  should  send  her 
contributions,  mainly,  to  the  West;  that  the  more  extensive  ec¬ 
clesiastical  sympathy  between  the  East  and  the  West,  than  be¬ 
tween  the  North  and  the  South,  makes  the  West  more  accessible 
to  the  East  than  the  South  to  the  North:  In  a  word,  liberally 
allow  all  this,  and  all  else  that  may  be  reasonably  advanced : 
After  all,  who  can  bring  up  before  his  <awn  Christian  judgment 
the  grounds  of  a  perfect  approval  of  our  long  established  habit 
of  dispensing  our  missionary  supplies  so  liberally  upon  the  one 
section  of  the  country,  so  narrowly  upon  the  other?  God  forbid 
that  the  South  should  cherish  a  spirit  of  complaint  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject,  but  it  becomes  us  to  discuss  our  own  proprieties.  And  we 
say:  Here  is  the  strong  brother  of  the  North!  God  has  placed 
in  his  hands  for  dispensation  to  the  weaker,  a  large  surplus  of 
His  silver  and  gold.  Here  too  are  the  West  and  the  South,  both 
younger  and  weaker  brethren  of  the  North.  We  cheerfully  con- 
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cede  that  all  the  countenance,  all  the  caresses,  all  the  gifts  and 
blessings  which  this  favored  elder  brother  lavishes  upon  the  one, 
are  both  needed  and  deserved,  and  should  awaken  universal  gra¬ 
tification  ;  still  the  question  returns,  Why  should  the  necessities 
of  the  other  be  almost  entirely  overlooked?  Continue  to  exert 
the  great  body  of  this  mighty  missionary  power  in  building  up 
the  destitutions  of  the  West,  if  you  please;  but  where  there  is 
so  much  ability,  should  we  not  at  least  employ  a  few  more  scores 
of  Missionaries  and  a  few  more  Tens  of  Thousands  of  Dollars  in 
encouraging  our  struggling  brethren  to  repair  national  wastes  in 
other  portions  of  the  land? 

Are  some  men  influenced  to  withhold  their  sympathy  and 
contribution  by  the  alledged  political  offences  of  the  South? 
Are  others  more  seriously  offended  by  the  prevalence  of  the 
institution  of  Slavery  in  that  section  of  the  country  ?  Enlarge 
these  political  and  moral  offences  a  thousand-fold, — what  coun¬ 
tenance  can  the  Church  of  God  find  in  these  charges  for  thus 
withholding  her  saving  instrumentalities  from  the  Southern 
field  ?  Did  God  send  his  Son  into  the  world  to  die  for  all  the  race 
except  its  sinners?  Does  God  command  his  Church  to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  all  the  farpilies  of  the  earth  except  those  that  in  her 
judgment  have  done  wrong?  Oh,  what  will  God  think  of  us? 
what  of  our  estimate  of  his  plan  of  mercy  ?  what  of  our  respect 
for  his  authority  ?  what  of  our  love  for  man  ?  what  of  our  terri¬ 
ble  presumption,  if  we  refuse  to  send  the  Gospel  to  our  own 
brother,  until  he  repents?  If  we  take  away  the  Gospel  from 
the  people  because  they  sin  ?  What  was  the  design  of  the 
Gospel  ?  What  is  the  use  of  the  Gospel,  if  it  is  not  applicable  to 
such  a  state  of  things  precisely  as  this  objection  pleads?  And 
what?  Shall  we  undertake  to  do  God’s  work  without  God’s 
means?  Did  all  possible  degrees  both  of  political  aggression 
and  moral  turpitude  attach  to  a  foreign  nation,  who  before  God 
would  dare  to  deem  this  an  all-sufficient  justification  for  declin¬ 
ing  to  send  them  the  Gospel  ?  Are  we  then  absolved  from  obli¬ 
gation  to  send  the  Gospel  to  Southern  destitutions  because  we 
are  bound  to  the  sufferers  by  every  tie  of  government  and  of  re¬ 
ligion,  of  interest  and  of  history  ?  Who  does  not  know  that  God 
has  raised  up  this  nation  to  work  with  a  strong  hand  for  the  con¬ 
version  of  the  world  ?  Are  we  not  bound  then  to  plant  our  Mis- 
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sions  where  her  destitutions  lie,  that  we  may  fit  her  for  her  work  ? 
Who  does  not  see  that  strong  sundering  forces  are  working  to 
drive  this  nation  apart,  and  thus  apparently  counter-working 
God’s  grand  end  in  her  elevation  ?  And  does  not  God  expect 
his  Church  to  take  ground  against  this  movement?  On  the  one 
hand,  by  decidedly  declining  to  connect  herself  with  sectional 
preferences  and  aversions,  (any  farther  than  Christian  principle 
rigidly  demands,)  on  the  other,  by  delighting  to  make  such  an 
equitable  distribution  of  her  immense  Home  Missionary  power 
amongst  the  destitutions  of  the  country  on  every  side,  as  will  do 
the  very  work  of  God  himself,  and  heal ,  and  bind,  and  bless  this 
agitated  nation,  so  deeply  needing  the  exhibition  of  just  this  be¬ 
nign  spirit  at  this  very  time  ? 

Here  now  is  our  appeal  to  the  public.  If  destitution  lies  at 
the  South,  if  Missionary  power  dwells  at  the  North,  and  if  no 
good  reason  q^n  be  assigned  for  so  largely  confining  our  Mission¬ 
ary  supplies  to  the  national  destitutions  of  this  latitude, — then 
we  must  find  an  agent  to  collect  our  supplies  and  convey  them 
to  the  South. 

Of  one  thing  we  would  respectfully  venture  to  express  our  con¬ 
viction  :  No  one  of  the  pre-existing  Organizations  will  ever  ade¬ 
quately  do  this  entire  work.  We  cheerfully  accord  to  all,  that  they 
have  done  and  are  doing  noble  service ;  and  just  where  they  work 
have  more  to  do  than  they  can  perform.  But  in  reference  to  sup¬ 
plying  Southern  destitutions — mark  this*fact — they  have  not  done 
it.  Look  over  the  Missionary  tables  of  these  Societies  for  the  last 
ten,  twenty,  thirty  years ;  you  will  observe  some  variations  in 
the  tenor  of  Missionary  disbursements  upon  the  South,  it  is  true, 
but  on  the  whole,  no  improvement ;  while  expenditure  in  other 
sections  is  marked  by  steady,  decided  increase  through  the  whole 
period.  Mark  another  fact.  They  have  probably  done  all  they 
could  do.  On  the  one  hand,  our  Societies  have  done  about  all  that 
the  strong  anti-Southern  prejudices  they  represent  were  willing  to 
have  done.*  On  the  other,  the  Southern  Churches  have  received 
about  all  that  their  equally  strong  anti-Northern  objections  to 
the  spirit  and  principle  of  the  dispensation  would  allow  them  to 

*  Vide  Am.  Cong.  Union,  1854,  p.p.  223-246. — Twenty-seventh  Report  of  A.  H. 
M.  S.  p.  p.  120-124 
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receive.*  If  therefore,  anything  is  done  by  the  North  for  Home 
Missions  at  the  South,  worthy  either  of  the  agent  or  of  the  field, 
we  must  set  up  a  new  medium  of  operation. 

In  reference  to  our  brethren  and  friends  who  entertain  the 
very  strongest  conscientious  opposition  to  any  kind  of  connection 
or  co-operation  with  the  South,  we  beg  leave  to  say,  that  we  have 
not  one  word  to  utter,  or  feeling  to  cherish,  other  than  simply 
this : — we  must  all  judge  for  ourselves,  and  leave  others  to  do  the 
same ;  remembering  that  it  is  always  noble  to  do  so,  with  as  kind, 
as  cheerful,  and  as  respectful  a  spirit  as  we  can  command.  In 
reference  to  the  increasingly  unhappy  bearing  of  this  sentiment 
on  the  Missionary  prospects  of  the  South,  we  are  happy  to  ex¬ 
press  our  persuasion,  that  in  spite  of  the  strong  adverse  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  day,  it  will  be  found,  in  due  time,  that  there  is  abroad 
in  all  the  North  a  clear  conviction,  that  neither  political  nor 
moral  opposition  to  the  institution  of  Slavery  shoul^  prevent  the 
patriot,  or  the  Christian,  from  stretching  forth  a  kind  and  liberal 
hand  in  supplying  the  religious  destitutions  of  the  South  and  of 
the  South-West.  Hence  originated  the  Southern  Aid  Society. 

II.  What  is  this  New  Structure  set  up  to  accomplish  this  im¬ 
portant  end? 

Three  words  describe  the  Southern  Aid  Society. 

1.  In  its  spirit ,  this  Society  is  rather  national  than  sectional.  It 
is  sectional  in  operation,  because  it  is  national  in  heart.  We 
believe  that  God  has  emphatically  called  out  this  nation  to  hold 
up  to  mankind  an  example  of  political,  social,  and  religious  per¬ 
fection.  Whatever  therefore  we  can  do  to  bring  all  parts  of  this 
nation  up  to  this  high  standard,  we  feel  ourselves  bound  to  do. 
Surely  therefore  all  that  is  done  to  fill  the  North  and  West  with 
the  Gospel — the  fountain  of  all  perfection — we  shall  hail  with 
sincere  gratification.  This  is  the  very  work  we  seek  to  accom¬ 
plish — National  Evangelization!  Now  it  has  occurred  to  us,  we 
repeat,  that  the  Missionary  Societies  of  our  latitude  have  found 
so  much  to  do,  each  in  its  specific  field,  that  the  wide-spread  des¬ 
titutions  of  the  South  and  South-West  were  comparatively  over¬ 
looked.  Precisely  for  this  reason,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  direct 

*  One  year  ago  the  Domestic  Missionary  Society  of  Richmond,  Va.  unanimously 
resolved  to  do  their  own  Missionary  work.  Three  years  since  the  Synod  of  Missis, 
eippi  organized  to  carry  out  a  similar  Resolution. 


19 


* 

FIRST  REPORT. 

our  energies  to  this  quarter.  You  perceive,  therefore,  the  very 
principle  which  sends  us  to  do  Missionary  work  at  the  South, 
will  make  us  rejoice  in  all  the  Missionary  success  of  our  brethren 
at  the  North. 

2.  In  its  dispensation ,  the  Southern  Aid  Society  is  rather 
Evangelical  than  Denominational.  Four  of  the  prominent 
Churches  of  the  country  are  represented  in  the  official  appoint¬ 
ments  of  the  Society.  We  do  not  anticipate  many  applications,  it 
is  true,  from  those  denominations  which  are  not  thus  represent¬ 
ed.  But  surely  no  Christian  would  count  it  an  objection  to  a 
Missionary  Institution,  that  it  possessed  the  constitutional  power 
to  extend  assistance  to  any  deeply  suffering  Church  or  settlement 
in  the  country.  The  stern  necessity  of  the  separate  existence  of 
Christian  denominations,  and  the  general  prudence  of  their  inde¬ 
pendent  action,  we  readily  concede ;  but  when  we  look  around 
upon  God’s  people  of  every  name,  complexion  and  condition,  and  * 
see  that  they  exhibit  just  as  palpable  marks  of  divine  regenera¬ 
tion  as  we  ourselves  do ;  that  they  seem  to  be  acknowledged, 
loved,  and  blessed  by  God  just  as  abundantly  as  we  ourselves 
are ;  surely  it  should  shock  no  Christian  man  to  learn  that  this  So¬ 
ciety  proposes  to  do  as  our  Heavenly  Father  does,  and  send  Chris¬ 
tian  greeting  and  assistance  to  all,  without  exception,  who  seek  his 
glory.  We  need  only  farther  say,  that  this  agent  must  do  as 
every  other  agent  does, — shape  its  way  by  its  experience.  Should 
we  find,  at  any  time,  that  our  field  of  operation  is  too  broad,  we 
can  narrow  it  as  circumstances  demand. 

3.  In  its  method  of  action — the  Southern  Aid  Society  is  rather 
confiding  than  directory.  We  do  not  ordinarily  undertake  to 
decide  the  common  questions  presented  to  a  Missionary  Board. 
We  do  not  ordinarily  direct,  either  as  to  the  Missionary  to  be  com¬ 
missioned,  or  the  position  to  be  occupied,  or  the  special  work  to 
be  done.  In  all  these  particulars  Ave  defer  to  our  brethren  at 
the  South.  We  confide  in  their  judgment  as  to  the  men  most 
competent  to  serve  God  in  their  field  ;  as  to  the  most  judicious 
location  of  the  Missionaries,  and  as  to  the  special  directions  to 
be  given  him  in  preaching  the  gospel  They  are  on  the  ground, 
and  have  grown  up  upon  it.  They  knoAv  both  the  country  and 
the  people  better  than  we  do.  Most  of  the  Missionaries  to  be 
employed  will  probably  be  connected  with  organizations  at  the 
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North,  and  therefore  should  have  our  confidence, — and  yet  res¬ 
ident  at  the  South,  and  therefore  unknown  to  us,  but  known 
to  those  that  employ  them.  To  entrust  these  points  to  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  Christian  men  whom  Providence  has  assembled  on 
the  field  to  build  his  Church,  would  seem  to  us  a  very  natural 
and  proper  exercise  of  Christian  confidence.  We  have  therefore 
recorded  it  in  our  constitution,  that  “  the  object  of  this  Society 
shall  be  the  diffusion  of  Gospel  truth  in  the  Southern  and  South- 
Western  States,  and  in  all  ordinary  cases  this  shall  be  done  under 
the  direction  of  Ecclesiastical  Bodies,  or  Missionary  Organiza¬ 
tions,  of  an  Evangelical  character,  within  said  States.” 

In  responding  to  inquiries  therefore,  touching  the  structure 
of  our  Society,  we  have  simply  this  to  say,  that  in  view  of  the 
existing  condition  of  the  country,  especially  the  long  established 
state  of  prejudice  and  suspicion  which  has  so  seriously  alienated 
•  its  opposite  sections,  we  have  constructed  such  an  Institution  as 
we  supposed  its  necessities  demanded:  a  Society,  national,  spiri¬ 
tual,  confiding;  one  which  gives  the  North  an  ample  opportunity 
of  showing  its  kindest  sentiments  and  regards  toward  the  South, 
one  which  must  awaken  in  the  South  most  generous  and  con¬ 
ciliatory  dispositions  toward  the  North. 

III.  Touching  the  manner  in  which  this  new  Agent  has  entered 
upon  its  work  we  have  but  little  to  say. 

Both  the  commercial  and  the  political  affairs  of  the  country 
assumed  a  very  peculiar  aspect  shortly  after  the  formation  of 
our  Institution.  The  state  of  the  one  was  as  peculiarly  unin¬ 
viting  to  the  agent  who  sought  benefactions  from  the  benevolent 
for  a  new  organization,  as  that  of  the  other  was  discouraging  to 
him  who  sought  these  benefactions  for  the  South.  It  was  judged 
advisable,  in  these  circumstances,  not  to  press  our  applications 
upon  the  public  at  present,  but  to  await  Providential  changes. 
Consequently  the  General  Agent  has  not  found  it  necessary  to 
devote  all  his  services  to  the  Society.  We  are  happy  to  feel, 
however,  that  our  cause  has  received  a  more  liberal  expression  of 
public  sympathy  than  could  have  been  reasonably  anticipated  in 
our  circumstances.  During  the  year  the  friends  of  the  enterprise 
have  contributed  an  aggregate  of  $5,969,  of  which  $4,595  have 
been  paid  into  the  treasury. 

As  far  as  our  funds  have  been  collected,  we  will  only  say, 
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that  after  discharging  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Society  they 
have  been  disbursed  in  supporting  a  preached  Gospel  among  des¬ 
titutions  in  eight  of  the  Southern  States,  viz.  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia 
and  Texas;  and  amongst  five  denominations,  the  Presbyterian 
Churches,  New  School  and  Old,  German  [Reformed,  Congrega¬ 
tional,  and  Methodist.  We  believe  that  the  monies  have  been 
judiciously  distributed  ;  and  we  know  that  they  have  been  very 
pleasantly  and  very  gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  enlarged  and  prosperous  operation  of  the  Southern  Aid 
Society, — how  happy  would  be  its  bearing, 

1.  Upon  the  peace  of  the  country.  Let  her  Agents  go  through 
the  Churches  and  kindly  present  the  claims  of  the  South.  Let 
God’s  people  call  to  mind  how  nobly  they  have  cared  for  every 
other  section  of  the  country,  and  almost  of  the  world ;  and  yet 
how  feeble  has  ever  been  the  expression  of  their  missionary  sym¬ 
pathy  with  southern  brethren,  although  they  are  our  partners  in 
government,  identified  with  our  history,  connected  with  our  pros¬ 
pects,  called  to  greater  responsibilities  than  rest  upon  us,  and 
comprise  within  their  borders  the  largest  destitutions  of  the  na¬ 
tion  :  and  let  them  bring  up  their  sympathies,  their  pra}rers,  and 
their  contributions  to  our  good  cause.  Let  the  South,  too,  from 
year  to  year,  behold  the  strong  arm  of  the  North  stretched  out 
over  her  territories,  dispensing  a  blessing  here,  there,  and  every 
where ;  let  her  witness  souls  converted,  congregations  gathered, 
wastes  repaired,  churches  filled,  and  her  whole  population  pro¬ 
gressively  evangelized.  Let  our  anniversary  collect  these  facts, 
spread  them  out  in  the  Report,  echo  them  through  earnest  ad¬ 
dresses,  and  publish  and  scatter  them  over  the  land,  North  and 
South.  And  now  tell  me,  if  you  were  summoned  to  bring  to 
bear  upon  the  two  grand  disturbed  sections  of  our  common  coun¬ 
try  a  purifying,  harmonizing,  endearing  influence,  could  you 
readily  suggest  a  purer  or  even  a  stronger  measure  than  the  en¬ 
larged  prosperity  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society  at  the  North  ? 

2.  Upon  the  morality  of  the  country.  National  pacification 
of  necessity  involves  moral  improvement  in  the  relative  attitude 
of  the  parties. 

The  Reform  Spirit  of  the  North ,  especially  as  it  bears  down  up¬ 
on  the  South  in  its  most  exceptionable  forms — is  it  not  too  belli- 
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gerent  a  weapon  to  become  the  kingdom  of  the  Prince  of  Peace? 
It  moves  ’with  enormous  energy,  but  how  utterly  reckless  of  the 
rights  and  fortunes  of  him  whom  it  addresses.  With  every  breath 
it  sounds  the  war-cry — “I  am  right.  You  are  wrong.  I  shall  hear 
nothing  from  you.  Surrender  or  die.”  It  fights  valiantly  for 
liberty,  but  it  plants  its  foot  on  the  first  right  of  mind,  for  it 
demands  concession  where  it  denies  a  hearing.  If  tne  spirit  of 
progress  would  do  its  duty,  it  must  learn  to  respect  human  free¬ 
dom,  and  remember  that  mind  may  not  be  stormed  by  assault; 
it  must  be  persuaded  to  surrender. 

The  reactionary  Non-Intervention  attitude  of  the  South,  espe¬ 
cially  in  view  of  the  extent  to  which  it  seems  to  be  spreading,  is 
decidedly  exceptionable.  There  is  injustice  in  it.  For,  after  all, 
the  fierce  teaching  that  galls  it  does  not  proceed,  as  its  attitude 
implies,  from  the  masses  of  the  North.  There  is  mischief  in  it. 
The  highest  blessing  which  communities  can  confer  upon  each- 
other,  lies  in  the  exhibition  of  their  intelligence  and  their  moral 
principle.  These  appeal  to  intellect,  and  enlighten  it ;  to  principle, 
and  form  it ;  to  habit,  and  fix  it.  Now  the  general  intelligence 
and  conscience  of  the  North,  we  may  hope,  are  such,  could  they 
but  be  brought  to  bear  fraternally  and  fully  upon  any  commu¬ 
nity,  they  might  confer  the  most  valuable  blessings.  The  fiery 
resentment  of  the  South,  however,  casts  off  the  advantage  which 
might  accrue  to  both  sides  from  a  state  of  mutual  respect  and 
confidence.  Mark!  We  have  not  a  word  to  say  of  the  principle 
that  divides  the  North  and  the  South.  But  here  are  the  faulty 
attitudes  of  the  spirit  of  the  parties,  respectively.  Were  you  to 
set  yourself  to  work  to  reform  the  temper  of  the  one  section  of 
the  country  and  of  the  other,  and  bring  them  both  nearer  to  the 
standard  of  the  Gospel, — say,  could  you  readily  imagine  a  wiser 
prescription  than  the  enlarged  prosperity  of  the  Southern  Aid 
Society  at  the  North?  The  necessary  effect  would  be  two-fold. 
It  would  tend  to  radiate  kindness  into  the  spirit  of  all  the  North, 
and  thus  abate  its  severity.  It  would  tend  to  breathe  confidence 
into  the  heart  of  all  the  South,  and  thus  open  it  to  imbibe  the 
mental  and  moral  wealth  of  the  North,  while  she  freely  impart- 
ed  her  own  in  return. 

3.  The  influence  of  the  country.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  destitutions  of  this  nation  lie  largely  at  the  South.  Let 
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it  be  recollected  too  that  Christian  character  is  pre-eminently 
the  fountain  of  moral  power.  We  say  now,  through  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  Society,  from  year  to  year,  bring  up  the  Christian 
principle  and  practice  of  all  the  South ;  her  faith,  prayer  and 
system ;  her  intelligence,  effort  and  contributions ;  until  her  general 
Christian  development  shall  bear  some  comparison  with  that  of 
the  more  highly  favored  portions  of  our  country,  and  who  can 
readily  suggest  a  measure  better  calculated  to  exalt  the  religious 
influence  of  this  nation  over  the  world,  than  the  enlarged  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society  at  the  North. 

4.  Finally,  who  so  dead  to  the  pulsations  of  Christian  phi¬ 
lanthropy  as  to  be  indifferent  to  the  happy  bearing  of  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  Society  upon  the  Bondmen  of  the  South?  Where 
will  you  find  a  population  more  readily  brought  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Gospel  ?  Where  will  you  find  a  population  upon 
whom,  ^  under  judicious  procedure,  the  Gospel  may  be  more 
readily  brought  to  bear  ?  And  where  dwells  the  population 
unto  whom  we  should  be  more  ready  to  bear  the  Gospel  ?  En¬ 
large  the  operations  of  the  Society,  and  what  can  prevent  the 
more  abundant  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  the  Slaves  of  the 
South?  Nay!  If  the  funds  of  the  Society  should  be  adequately 
enlarged,  it  is  quite  within  the  limits  of  possibility,  that  the  South 
should  be  induced  to  raise  up  a  corps  of  acceptable  and  suitable 
teachers  on  her  own  soil,  who  shall  go  forth  from  generation  to 
generation  to  devote  their  lives  to  this  Christ-like  work  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  to  the  poor. 

But  in  all  this  we  may  err.  Suffice  it  then  to  say  that  a  few 
Christian  men,  from  different  sections  of  the  country,  by  the 
formation  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society,  suggest  to  their  brethren 
this  thought : — Is  it  not  highly  probable  that  the  more  liberal 
employment  of  our  Missionary  power  at  the  South  will  decidedly 
promote  the  kingdom  of  our  Master  in  the  country  and  in  the 
world?  That  thought  may  have  been  misjudged  ;  if  so,  the  Lord 
put  away  this  Society,  and  let  its  friends  regret  that  they  have 
disturbed  the  Church  for  a  moment  by  its  formation.  That 
thought  may  have  been  heaven-sent ;  if  it  was,  God  will  surely 
care  for  this  Society  and  prosper  it.  How  far  one  fact  is  indi¬ 
cative  of  God’s  connection  with  our  enterprize,  the  Christian 
public  must  judge.  Certain  it  is  that  we  have  now  before  us 
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a  large  list  of  earnest  applications  for  missionary  assistance 
from  all  parts  of  the  South,  to  which  we  have  not  the  mean3 
to  respond. 

We  cannot  close  this  Report  without  reflecting  that  though 
this  is  our  first  Anniversary,  yet  during  the  year  death  hath  sum¬ 
moned  to  their  reward  two  of  the  most  cherished  officers  of 
the  Society. 

The  first  is  the  Rev.  Dr.  Leonard  Woods ,  of  Andover •  one  of 
the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Institution.  A  sounder  theologian,  a 
simpler  Christian,  a  purer  philanthropist,  he  scarcely  left  be¬ 
hind  him.  The  Southern  Aid  .Society  fey  near  to  the  heart  of 
this  great  and  good  man.  He  loved  the  South,  her  Bond  and 
her  Free,  and  he  longed  to  persuade  the  North  to  cherish  a 
spirit  of  Christian  kindness  toward  their  Southern  breth¬ 
ren.  Many,  many  years  ago  he  himself  projected  some  such 
Society  as  this.  He  hailed  the  formation  of  our  Bodyt  there¬ 
fore,  with  great  interest  and  delight.  The  views  of  his  judgment 
and  the  beatings  of  his  heart  concerning  our  enterprize  as  re¬ 
corded  in  our  documents,  his  own  considerate  and  prayerful  do¬ 
nation,  and  the  larger  sum  which  he  procured  to  be  transmitted 
with  it,  and  especially  his  hearty  wish  that  he  “were  able  to  add 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  dollars  to  our  funds,”  we  cherish  as  a 
precious  legacy  to  this  Society.  Those  holy  feelings,  that  prayer¬ 
ful  donation,  man  may  soon  forget,  Cod  never  will. 

Samuel  Reeve ,  Esq.  of  Richmond ,  Virginia ,  a  Director  of  our 
Society,  is  the  second  officer  whose  death  we  are  called  to  record. 
Samuel  Reeve  was  an  extraordinary  man  ;  he  moved  in  elevated 
circumstances,  but  was  distinguished  for  his  extensive  association 
with  the  poor.  He  was  a  man  of  large  mercantile  operations,  but  he 
probably  transacted  a  larger  share  of  the  business  of  all  the  reli¬ 
gious  and  benevolent  societies  of  his  church,  city  and  state,  than  any 
other  living  man  occupying  his  station  in  society.  Few  such  persons 
live  in  the  world  at  one  time.  If  all  the  men,  women  and  children, 
bond  and  free,  who  knew  this  good  man  for  the  last  forty  years 
of  his  life,  were  put  upon  oath  to  express  their  estimate  of  him, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  nine-tenths  of  the  number  would  utter 
this  very  thought :  “  Samuel  Reeve  was  the  simplest  and  most 
consistent  Christian,  the  gentlest  and  most  useful  man,  I  ever 
knew.”  This  man  too,  dearly  loved  and  deeply  approved  the 
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Southern  Aid  Society.  Who  that  witnessed  the  demonstration  of 
his  feelings  at  the  moment  when  it  came  into  life,  could  ever 
doubt  this  fact?  No  sooner  had  our  prayers  and  discussions 
issued  in  the  passage  of  a  Resolution  to  form  the  Society,  than 
this  good  man  arose  from  his  seat,  and  pointing  towards  Long 
Island,  with  a  pale  countenance,  and  a  voice  almost  inaudible 
through  the  swelling  of  his  heart,  thus  expressed  himself:  “My 
dear  Brethren  !  I  was  born  over  yonder,  sixty  years  ago.  I  have 
lived  at  the  South  forty  years.  I  never  owned  a  slave,  but  have 
been  the  Secretary  of  a  Missionary  Society  for  a  long  time.  I 
know  my  brethren  at  the  North,  I  have  often  conversed  with 
them.  They  are  excellent  men.  They  are  good  brethren  ;  I  love 
them  very  much,  but  they  do  not  understand  us.  It  was  one 
year  ago,  that  I  sat  down  in  despair,  convinced  that  in  my  day 
the  North  would  never  come  to  feel  for  the  South  as  she  should. 
But  to  think  that  I  have  lived  to  see  this  day,  when  such  men  as 
you  are,  have  resolved  to  form  such  a  Society  as  this!  Brethren, 
my  feelings  are  more  than  I  can  express.”  Here  the  good  man 
sat  down,  covered  his  face  and  wept. 

W e  cannot  forbear  to  mention  the  name  of  one  more  excellent 
friend  of  the  Society,  who  left  us  during  the  last  year, — -a  Church 
member  with  whom  the  worshippers  of  this  Temple  have  often 
been  seated  at  the  table  of  the  Lord — a  man  of  God,  who  will  long, 
long  be  remembered  by  the  great  Christian  Institutions  of  the 
country.  We  refer  to  our  venerable  Brother  the  late  Anson  G. 
Phelps.  He  was  not  a  member  of  our  Society,  it  is  true,  but  the 
reason  was  simply  this, — death  took  him  away  from  us,  after  we 
had  adopted  our  Constitution,  but  before  we  had  time  to  vote  in 
our  list  of  nominees  for  office,  upon  which  his  name  was  en¬ 
rolled  as  a  Vice-President  of  the  Society.  Death  did  indeed  estop 
us  from  electing  an  officer,  but  could  not  prevent  our  gaining  a 
friend ;  for  on  his  death-bed  he  hailed  the  formation  of  this  body 
with  prompt  and  hearty  approval.  The  relation  between  the  So¬ 
ciety  and  the  deceased  is  a  little  singular.  Our  original  catalogue 
of  nominees  for  office  carries  against  his  name  the  customary  star 
which  denotes  the  death  of  a  member,  while  he  has  left  us  signal 
proof  that  love  is  stronger  than  death.  If  death  did  prevent  the 
Society  from  choosing  an  officer,  and  did  destroy  his  physical 
power  to  affix  to  our  Constitution  the  honor  of  his  name,  thig 
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was  all  death  could  do,  while  he  secured  all  ends  by  instructing 
his  representatives,  in  due  time,  to  transmit  to  our  treasury  the 
more  substantial  signature  of  his  hearty  sympathy  with  our  en¬ 
terprise.  In  so  doing,  they  probably  record  the  very  last  item  on 
the  long  catalogue  of  the  noble  benefactions  of  his  life. 

Oh  brethren !  If  these  three  good  men ,  now  in  heaven,  enter¬ 
tained  God’s  thoughts  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society,  we  may  be  called 
to  patience,  but  surely  there  is  a  blessing  in  it,  and  this  Society 
shall  live  to  serve  the  country  and  the  world. 


SPEECH  OE  HEY.  BE,  WEWTOF, 


OF  JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI, 

At  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society ,  held  in 
New- York  City ,  October  25,  1854. 

Mr.  President; — I  wish  I  knew  howto  find  words  to  describe  the  emotions 
of  one  who  has  come  a  thousand  miles  to  tell  you  of  the  joy  that  filled  a  thou¬ 
sand  hearts,  far  away  upon  the  distant  outposts  of  our  American  Zion,  when  the 
fact  of  the  formation  of  your  Society  was  first  made  known  to  our  people. 

For  half  a  century  the  soldiers  of  the  Cross  in  that  part  of  the  country  from 
which  I  come,  few  and  far  between,  have  been  battling  with  the  enemy.  For 
half  a  century,  troubled  on  every  side,  perplexed,  persecuted,  and  cast  down, 
almost  in  despair,  but  not  utterly  destroyed,  passed  by,  and  too  often  uncared 
for  and  unprayed  for,  have  they  possessed  their  souls  in  patience.  In  journey- 
ings  often,  they  have  encountered  perils  in  the  wilderness  and  perils  among 
false  brethren,  to  proclaim  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  to  a  dying  world. 
While  for  years  gone  by,  they  have  seen  hundreds  of  faithful  laborers  hasting, 
with  strong  hands  and  stout  hearts,  to  other  sections  of  the  vineyard,  and  the 
ample  treasures  of  the  older  and  wealthier  Churches  of  the  land  poured  in  rich 
abundance  in  those  directions,  their  hopes  of  aid  from  that  quarter  were  day  by 
day  growing  more  faint.  And  when  the  ties  which  bound  us  to  you  and  you  to 
us  were  daily  waxing  fewer  and  feebler, — when  confidence  was  fearfully  sha¬ 
ken,  and  all  sympathy  among  the  heirs  of  a  common  and  glorious  inheritance 
was  threatened  with  utter  annihilation,  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  sent  an  elect 
angel  from  Heaven  to  put  it  into  some  large  hearts  to  feel  for  the  countrj^ 
and  our  whole  country ;  for  the  Church,  the  whole  Church,  and  nothing  but 
the  Church. 

I  come,  Mr.  President,  to  tell  you  of  our  rising  hopes,  our  increased  confi¬ 
dence,  and  our  hearty  regards, — to  take  you  by  the  hand  as  common  friends  and 
fellow-helpers  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  I  come  to  express  to  you  our 
unswerving  attachment  to  our  common  country,  its  government,  its  constitution, 
and  its  laws,  and  our  confirmed  hopes  of  the  glory,  and  perpetuity,  and  endless 
capabilities  of  our  inviolable  Union.  I  come  to  find  a  place  among  you,  low 
down  in  the  valley  of  humiliation,  and  to  unite  with  you  in  confession  before 
God  of  our  past  unbelief  and  inaction,  and  innumerable  short-comings ;  and  to 
rejoice  with  you  in  the  midst  of  the  experiences  of  the  love  of  God,  the  proofs 
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of  His  interest  in  the  safety  and  glory  of  the  Church,  and  the  indubitable  signals 
of  His  mercy  yet  in  store  for  His  people.  I  would  weep  with  those  that  weep, 
and  have  others  weep  with  me  when  I  weep.  I  would  rejoice  with  those  that 
rejoice,  and  would  have  others  to  assist  me  in  my  joys,  and  help  me  bear  my 
load  of  the  Divine  favor. 

And  why  should  we  not  share  each  other’s  burdens  of  joy  and  of  sorrow,  of 
prayer  and  of  labor,  as  we  share  each  other’s  hopes,  and  aims,  and  end  ?  Are  we 
not  all  “  one  in  Christ  Jesus  ” — all  confessedly  baptized  into  His  one  only  indi¬ 
visible  body  ?  “  The  eye  cannot  say  to  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee ;  nor 

again,  the  hand  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  you.”  The  interest  of  each  is  the 
interest  of  all.  The  body,  social,  and  politic,  and  ecclesiastic,  though  composed 
of  many  members,  is  nevertheless  one  body.  There  is  a  mutual  dependance  and 
sympathy  of  all  the  members  in  and  upon  one  another.  When  one  member  suf¬ 
fers  all  the  other  members  suffer  with  it.  The  eye  in  its  blindness  may  expose 
the  ear  to  deafness.  The  hand  in  its  rashness  may  bring  down  upon  the  head 
the  anger  of  pitiless  and  powerful  enemies ;  and  even  the  foot,  in  its  folly  and 
recklessness,  may  dash  itself  against  a  stone,  and  thus  bring  agony  insupportable 
upon  the  whole  body. 

But  why  should  we  expect  or  apprehend  a  schism  in  the  body  on  account  of 
these  follies  and  mistakes  ?  May  not,  and  must  not  the  members  still  have  “  the 
same  care  one  for  another  ?” 

Mr.  President,  though  some  of  us  may  be  deemed  but  the  feet  of  the  com¬ 
mon  body,  made  to  be  humble  and  to  mingle  with  the  dust  of  the  earth,  pressed 
down  and  looked  down  upon  by  all  the  other  members,  and  scarcely  daring  to 
hope  for  deliverance  from  the  mire  and  clay  in  which,  and  for  which,  we  were 
born ;  yet  our  soles ,  however  uncomely,  are  as  valuable  as  any  other  members  of 
the  body.  “  We  dare  not  make  ourselves  of  the  number,  or  compare  ourselves 
with  some  that  commend  themselves,  and  we  will  not  boast  of  things  without 
our  measure,  but  according  to  the  measure  of  the  rule  which  God  hath  dis¬ 
tributed  to  us.”  And  yet  we  must  say,  that  approving  ourselves  as  the  ministers 
of  God  by  honor  and  dishonor,  by  evil  report  and  good  report,  as  deceivers  and 
yet  true, — we  have  not  been  “a  whit  behind  the  very  chiefest”  of  those  who 
have  been  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  the  sacramental  hosts  of  God’s  elect. 

We  have  had,  and  we  have  lost — but  Heaven  has  found  and  has  crowned — 
our  Davies  and  our  Rice,  our  Breckenridge  and  our  Blackburn,  our  Hill  and  our 
Nelson;  and  these,  “having  obtained  a  good  report  through  faith,”  are  now 
mingling  their  joys  and  their  songs  of  triumph  together,  with  your  Brainerds, 
and  Wilsons,  and  Alexanders,  and  Masons,  and  Gilberts,  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Why  should  we  not  love  and  aid  each  other  as  brethren  ?  Why  may  not  we 
work  together  in  the  vineyard  of  our  common  Lord,  as  well  and  as  heartily  as 
they  whose  days  of  weeping1  are  ended,  and  who  are  gone  up  together  rejoicing, 
and  bearing  their  sheaves  with  them  as  from  the  same  harvest  field?  Do  we  not 
all  boast  a  common  country,  a  common  Saviour — the  same  Gospel,  and  the  same 
Almighty  Head?  Why  should  the  eye  judge  the  ear,  and  the  ear  the  eye? 
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Shall  the  ear  discard  and  despise  the  testimony  of  the  eye,  merely  because  it 
hears  of  a  speck  upon  its  vision  which  it  confessedly  cannot  see?  Shall  the  eye, 
in  its  simplicity,  question  the  certainty  of  the  sound  reported  by  the  ear,  merely 
because  that  member  is  supposed  to  be  not  altogether  as  cautious  as  it  might  be 
in  taking  heed  how  it  hears? 

Your  Southern  Aid  Society,  Mr.  President,  as  I  understand  it,  is  designed  to 
supply  a  want  that  is  not  altogether  met,  and  to  fill  a  space  that  is  not  fully  occu¬ 
pied  by  any  institution  of  the  kind.  The  American  Home  Missionary  Society, 
and  the  General  Assembly’s  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  (and  perhaps  other 
institutions,)  have  done  a  great  work  for  God  and  our  country,  in  sustaining  the 
ministry  of  the  Word  through  the  aid  furnished  to  feeble  Churches  and  destitute 
settlements  in  almost  all  parts  of  our  land.  Under  their  fostering  care,  and  by 
the  means  gathered  and  disposed  through  their  agency,  the  wilderness  has  been 
entered  and  many  a  solitary  place  has  been  made  glad,  and  deserts  have  been 
made  to  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  The  fields  cultivated  by  their  laborers 
have  yielded  a  glorious  harvest,  and  many  will  be  the  stars  in  the  crown  of  their 
rejoicing  in  the  kingdom  of  glory  on  high. 

But  when  we  lift  up  our  eyes  and  look  out  upon  this  broad  land  of  ours,  this 
goodly  heritage  of  mountains,  and  rocks,  and  rivers,  and  plains — of  boundless 
forests,  interminable  prairies  and  fertile  valleys,  all  teeming  with  multiplied  and 
still  multiplying  thousands  of  immortal  beings  hasting  to  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ — we  are  constrained  still  to  cry,  in  the  words  of  Him  who,  “when  he 
saw  the  multitudes,  was  moved  with  compassion,”  and  said,  “  The  harvest  truly 
is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few.” 

And,  Mr.  President,  it  may  as  well  be  said  as  thought — our  great  American 
almoner  in  this  department  of  religious  enterprise  has  not  been  as  wholly 
American  and  national  as  it  might  have  been.  “The  people  that  walked  in 
darkness  have  indeed  seen  a  great  light;  and  they  that  dwell  in  the  land  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  upon  them,  upon  multitudes  of  them,  hath  the  light  shined.” 
But  this  body,  though  luminous  and  glorious,  and  sending  forth  a  bright  radi¬ 
ance  upon  a  portion  of  the  sphere,  has  been  for  a  long  time  somewhat  eclipsed 
upon  its  Southern  limb. 

The  great  and  growing,  the  mighty  West,  has  been  lit  up  by  the  steady  rays 
from  this  bright  luminary,  not,  indeed,  converged  exactly  to  a  focus,  but  some¬ 
what  confined  and  circumscribed  within  certain  territorial  limits  towards  the 
North  and  West,  and  seemingly  unable  to  penetrate  the  thick  gloom  hanging 
over  those  sections  which  lie  nearer  the  equator. 

Without  impugning  the^motives  of  those  who  have  contributed  liberally  of 
their  substance  in  aid  of  the  great  work  of  establishing  and  sustaining  the  insti¬ 
tutions  of  the  Gospel  in  our  country,  and  who,  of  course,  have  an  indubitable 
right  to  designate  the  objects  of  their  benevolence,  and  to  elect  the  channels  of 
their  own  benefactions;  and  without  calling  in  question  the  policy  or  sincerity 
of  those  who  have  been  charged  with  the  delicate  and  difficult  task  of  dis¬ 
tributing  these  charities,  I  must,  nevertheless,  protest,  that  the  glorious  Gospel 
of  the  ever-blessed  God  is  not  bound  nor  bounded  by  territorial  or  sectional 
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lines,  nor  by  civil,  social,  or  domestic  relations ;  but  is  to  be  preached  in  its  full¬ 
ness  and  fineness  “to  every  creature”  under  heaven.  God  is  no  respecter  of 
persons;  neither  ought  the  Church  to  be. 

The  following  facts,  which  will  hardly  be  questioned  by  any  one,  deserve  to 
be  seriously  considered: 

The  scarcity  of  ministers  is  at  the  South. 

A  comparative  supply  is  found  in  the  North. 

The  means  of  supply  arc  at  the  North. 

The  funds,  and  the  heart,  and  the  habit  of  giving — the  men  are  at  the 
North,  and  the  seminaries  are  at  the  North. 

I  do  not  intend,  Mr.  President,  that  we  have  no  means,  no  heart,  no  habit,  no 
men,  or  even  no  seminaries  at  the  South.  I  speak  comparatively.  And  yet  the 
Society  that  is  called  American ,  and  that  claims  to  be  national,  aided  last  year  in 
the  whole  Southern  field,  except  Missouri,  just  twenty  ministers ;  while  in  the 
Northern  States  they  contributed  to  the  support  of  one  thousand. 

Now  I  will  not,  for  I  need  not,  say,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  It  is, 
perhaps,  all  for  the  best,  and  may  even  be  well  accounted  of  by  some.  We 
have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels — we  must  not  forget  that.  But  I  will  say, 
and  it  needs  only  to  be  said  to  be  believed  by  all  the  world,  that  since  these 
things  are  so,  there  is  a  place  right  here  for  the  Southern  Aid  Society ,  whose 
especial  and  only  purpose  it  is  to  perfect  what  is  lacking  in  one  of  the  wings  of 
our  great  Christian  army. 

And  who  will  say  that  “a  great  door  and  effectual ”  is  not  opened  in  this 
direction,  and  that  it  may  not  be  entered  presently,  by  any  one,  and  bv  all  who 
have  the  heart,  and  the  opportunity,  and  the  means,  to  aid  those  in  every  place 
who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  who  labor  to  extend  His  kingdom  upon  the 
earth?  No  reflection  is  intended  upon  those  institutions,  or  those  individuals, 
whose  honest  convictions  of  duty  to  their  fellow-men  have  restrained  them  from 
entering  this  door,  and  from  bestowing  their  charitable  regards  in  this  direction. 
We  would  not  “judge  another  man’s  servant.  To  his  own  master  he  standeth 
or  falleth.”  The  motto  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society  is,  “Let  every  man  be 
fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind.”  Its  friends  are  fully  persuaded  and  deeply 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  obligations,  as  much  as  in  them  is,  to  preach  the 
Gospel  to  them  that  are  in  the  South  also.  They  confess  themselves  “debtors 
both  to  the  Greeks  and  to  the  Barbarians,  both  to  the  wise  and  the  unwise,” 
both  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,  and  earnestly  rejoice  in  the  hope  that  they 
“might  have  some  fruit  among  us  also,  even  as  among  other  Gentiles,” 

Mr.  President — We  are  told  that  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that 
repents,  more  than  over  ninety-and-nine  just  persons  that  need  no  repentance. 
Yes,  the  angels  are  glad  when  one,  when  any  sinner  repents.  They  know  the 
value  of  the  undying  soul.  And  who  would  not  go  barefoot  and  out  of  the  way, 
far  from  friends  and  home,  and  urge  his  pursuit  even  amidst  thieves  and  robbers, 
to  whisper  good  counsel  into  the  ears  of  an  erring  brother,  and  aid  a  reformation 
of  even  one  sinner?  Who  that  has  tasted  of  the  good  Word  of  God,  and  the 
powers  of  the  world  to  come,  would  not  rise  up  early,  take  the  cup  of  salvation 
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in  his  hand,  leave  all,  and  run  all  day  long  far  out  into  the  desert  of  this  world, 
that,  even  at  sunset,  he  might  be  able  to  present  it,  filled  with  the  waters  of 
life,  to  the  parched  lips  of  one  sinner. 

And  are  there  no  sinners  with  us  at  the  South?  ~  Mr.  President,  I  beg  you, 
help  me  when  I  pray — “  God  be  merciful  to  us  sinners  at  the  South  !” 

But  is  there  no  Saviour,  no  Bible,  no  Gospel  for  the  South  ?  Is  there  no 
system  of  remedial  appliances  adapted  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the 
South  ?  Is  not  this  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Redemption  recovered  in  the 
struggle  of  the  Cross,  and  wrested  from  the  hands  of  the  prince  of  darkness? 
Has  He,  to  whom  was  given  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth  for  his  possession,  no  title,  claim,  nor  interest  in  and  to  this 
part  of  our  globe  ?  And  will  He  be  satisfied  without  seeing  or  saving  this  'por¬ 
tion  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  ?  Are  there  no  angels  among  all  the  shining  ranks 
©f  heaven  to  rejoice  over  the  repentance  of  Southern  sinners? 

Yes,  Mr.  President,  there  are  sinners  at  the  South.  They  bear  the  image  and 
superscription  of  one  common  Father  with  yourselves.  The  same  Saviour  shed 
His  precious  blood  for  them  and  you.  There  is  a  Gospel,  and  a  Gospel  Minis¬ 
try — there  are  Gospel  Churches  at  the  South.  And  a  more  devoted,  and  faith¬ 
ful,  and  self-sacrificing,  or  successful  body  of  ministers,  do  not  preach  the  Gospel 
anywhere  on  earth.  In  one  denomination  (Old  School  Presbyterians,)  the  official 
returns  for  the  last  year  show  the  average  proportion  of  members  added  on  ex¬ 
amination,  North  and  Sou  h,  to  be  as  seven  to  ten  in  favor  of  the  Southern  min¬ 
istry — that  is,  seven  to  each  minister  in  the  Northern  Free  States,  and  ten  to 
each  minister  in  the  Southern  Slave  States.  In  the  New  School  Presbyterian 
Church  the  proportion  is  the  same.  I  have  not  the  full  statistics  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church  for  the  last  year.  But  the  average  success  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Church  South,  over  those  of  the  Church  North,  is  even  greater  than  it  is 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

There  is,  according  to  the  census  returns  of  1850,  a  larger  proportion  of 
church  buildings,  of  all  denominations,  in  the  Southern  States  than  in  those  of 
the  North.  The  supply  in  the  Northern  Free  States  is  an  average  of  one  church 
to  657  of  the  population ;  whereas,  in  the  Southern  States  there  is  a  church  to 
every  524  of  the  population. 

The  question  may,  not  unnaturally,  be  asked,  then — Why  is  the  call  made  so 
earnestly  for  aid  to  the  South  ?  The  answer,  Mr.  President,  is  at  hand.  The 
destitution  at  the  South  is  a  destitution  of  ministers. 

Our  people  are  famous  for  building  churches.  Every  neighborhood  must 
have  a  church,  and  everybody  must  help  to  build  it.  A  neighborhood  without  a 
church  is  deemed  hardly  escaped  from  the  darkness  of  heathendom ;  and  a 
neighbor  who  refuses  to  contribute  his  mite  to  the  building  of  a  church,  is  not  a 
neighbor  nor  a  respectable  citizen,  but  is  looked  upon  as  a  “  heathen  man  or  a 
publican.”  Our  people  seem  to  have  adopted  the  principle  that  men  are  to  build 
churches,  but  that  God  makes  the  preachers.  So  they  get  up  a  public  meeting, 
or  some  public-spirited  citizen  carries  round  a  subscription  paper.  They  resolve 
they  must  have  a  church.  They  have  no  particular  minister  in  view.  Indeed, 
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they  know  of  none  that  can  be  had.  But  it  will  never  do  to  live  in  this  way, 
and  bring  up  their  children  like  heathens.  The  servants  also  must  have  preach¬ 
ing.  Let  us  build,  say  they ;  preachers  will  be  passing,  and  if  we  have  a  church, 
some  of  them  will  stop  and  preach  for  us.  Perhaps  one  of  the  neighbors  has 
seen  or  heard  a  minister  in  an  adjacent  county,  and  he  has  promised  to  come  and 
preach  for  them  sometimes,  if  he  can.  There  is  but  one  feeling.  Everybody 
contributes.  And  such  is  the  tide  of  public  opinion  in  this  respect,  that  no  man 
who  would  refuse  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  such  a  work,  could  brook  the  scorn 
and  contempt  that  would  be  heaped  upon  him.  So  the  church  is  built — small, 
it  is  true,  in  the  general,  and  not  very  costly.  The  average  accommodation 
afforded  by  the  churches  in  the  South  is  between  250  and  300. 

But  the  church  is  built,  and  Providence  is  trusted  to  send  the  minister.  The 
minister — ah!  Mr.  President,  there- is  a  fearful  destitution  of  ministers  with  us 
at  the  South.  While  we  have,  in  one  sense,  the  advantage  in  the  proportional 
number  of  churches,  we  fall  fearfully  short  in  the  number  of  ministers.  The 
census  returns  give  for  the  Northern  or  Free  States  a  minister  to  every  738  of 
the  population;  and  in  the  South,  only  one  minister  to  1,128 — a  disproportion 
of  fully  one-third  against  the  South. 

Mr.  President,  how  many  ministers  do  you  suppose  there  are  in  Virginia? 
The  census  returns  give  1,087,  of  all  denominations.  And  yet  the  number  of 
churches  is  2,383.  In  North  Carolina  there  are  1,795  churches  and  only  747 
ministers.  In  Mississippi  1,016  churches  and  471  ministers.  Whereas,  in  the 
State  of  New-York  you  have  4,134  churches  and  4,290  ministers — more  minis¬ 
ters  than  churches. 

These  statistics,  it  must  be  observed,  embrace  the  churches  and  ministers  of 
all  denominations.  And  when  it  is  remembered  that  these  ministers  are  not 
only  few,  but  “far  between,”  each  by  himself  attempting  to  fill  a  space  equal  to 
the  territory  occupied  by  a  dozen  in  the  North,  no  one  will  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  three-fourths  of  our  pulpits  are  still  as  the  grave  more  than  half  the  Sab¬ 
baths  in  the  year. 

Mr.  President,  will  you  permit  me  to  give  you  a  little  incident  in  the  history 
of  my  own  life.  It  may  sound  a  little  coarse  to  refined  ears,  but  it  will  serve  to 
throw  some  light  on,  if  not  into,  the  churches,  and  upon  the  character  of  some 
of  the  ministers  who  are  the  lights  of  our  churches  in  the  South. 

Some  years  ago,  traveling  through  one  of  the  newer  counties  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  I  found  myself  one  Saturday  afternoon  in  the  vicinity  of  one  of 
those  neighborhood  churches  which  are  so  common  in  that  country.  In  the 
absence  of  the  minister,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  supplying  the  church  once  a 
month,  Saturday  and  Sabbath,  and  had  failed  to  travel  his  thirty  miles  on  horse¬ 
back  and  to  reach  his  appointment  on  that  occasion,  a  committee  of  the  church, 
towards  the  going  down  of  the  sun  waited  on  me,  with  a  request  that  I  should 
preach  for  them  on  the  ensuing  day. 

On  Sabbath  morning  at  eleven  o’clock  I  repaired  to  the  meeting-house.  It 
was  not  a  fine  house,  blit  it  was  as  fine  as  the  houses  occupied  as  residences  by 
those  who  built  it.  They  did  not  themselves  dwell  “  in  ceiled  houses,”  neither 
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was  the  church  ceiled.  But  it  was  comfortable,  and  was  well  provided  with 
seats  and  a  pulpit,  and  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God  alone.  On  this 
occasion  it  was  well  filled,  as  f  doubt  not  it  was  generally.  The  minister  had  not 
yet  arrived,  and  I  stepped  into  the  pulpit.  Just  as  I  was  about  to  rise,  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  who  had  waited  on  me  the  evening  before,  entered  the 
house,  accompanied  by  a  man  who  seemed  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  whom  I 
guessed  at  once  to  be  a  preacher.  Approaching  the  pulpit,  the  chairman  intro¬ 
duced  his  companion — “Brother  Newton,  I  will  make  you  acquainted  with 
Brother  Tidwell.  You  can  just  divide  the  thing  between  you.” 

I  at  once  proposed  that  he  should  preach,  and  he  at  once,  and  persistingly, 
declined.  I  suggested,  that  as  this  was  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  his 
denomination,  and  as  the  regular  pastor  had  failed,  the  Church  would  probably 
prefer  to  hear  him.  Still  declining  to  preach,  he  finally  said — “Well,  well,  do 
you  go  on  and  preach  first,  and  when  you  are  done,  if  I  feel  like  it,  I  will  follow 
you;  though  when  you  hear  me,  I  reckon  you  will  think  I  ought  to  have  come 
first  myself ;  for  I,  generally  speaking,  need  somebody  to  come  after  me  to  clar 
away  the  brush.”  I  said,  “  No,  no,  I  reckon  not,”  and  got  up  and  preached,  and 
gave  place  to  my  brother  Tidwell. 

His  first  essay,  on  rising,  was  to  satisfy  the  people  “  that  there  must  be  some 
cause  that  has  caused  brother  Green  not  to  attend.  Brethren,  I  feel  to  be  sorry 
that  brother  Green  is  not  with  us  to-day.  But  I  have  got  faith  to  believe  that  • 
there  must  be  some  cause  that  has  caused  him  not  to  attend.  But  inasmuch  as, 
in  the  providence  of  God,  we  have  been  disappointed  in  seeing  and  hearing 
our  beloved  brother  Green,  I  am  glad  that  w«  have  got  a  man  to — to — to  sorter 
fill  the  place.  Yea,  and  not  only  sorter — but  very.” 

He  then  launched  out  his  exordium  thus — 

“  Now,  my  brethring,  generally  speaking,  most  always,  when  we  attend  great 
feasts,  we  have  first  brought  upon  the  table  the  bacon,  and  the  cabbage,  and  the 
corn-bread ;  and  when  men  have  well-eaten  of  the  same,  then  we  have  brought 
forward  the  pie-victuals,  the  flour  doings,  the  chicken  fixings,  and  the  desarts. 
But  me  and  my  brother  has  concluded  to  revarse  the  thing  to-day.  He  has  gin 
you  the  pie-victuals,  the  flour  doings,  and  the  desarts — now  comes  the  bacon, 
and  the  cabbage,  and  the  corn-bread.” 

I  shall  not  attempt  a  report  of  his  discourse.  Suffice  it  to  say,  he  spoke  very 
flatteringly  of  my  sermon,  finding  no  fault  except  that  it  was,  perhaps,  a  little 
too  dry.  As  for  himself,  he  plunged  forthwith  down  into  the  water,  and  after 
wading  about  for  half-an-hour,  came  up,  bringing  nothing  with  him,  so  far  as  I 
could  observe,  but  his  dripping  garments,  and  so  dismissed  the  meeting. 

You  can  guess,  Mr. 'President,  which  was  the  better  edified,  the  people  that 
built  the  house,  or  the  house  that  the  people  built.  Some  of  the  ministers  in 
the  Southern  States,  reckoned  in  the  census  of  1850,  are  no  better  than  brother 
Tidwell.  But  not  all.  There  are  able  and  faithful  ministers  of  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  in  all  the  denominations.  The  Methodist  itinerancy  especially,  with  a 
holy  zeal,  and  an  indomitable  courage,  have  carried  the  glad  tidings,  on  horse¬ 
back,  to  almost  every  neighborhood  in  our  land. 
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But  if  w-e  take  the  statistics  of  the  denominations  which  are  chiefly  concerned 
in  this  Society,  we  shall  And  the  destitution  of  ministers  at  the  South  really 
astounding.  In  all  the  Slave-holding  States,  embracing  a  population  of  nine  and 
a  half  millions,  we  have  of  the  New  School  Presbyterians,  all  told,  just  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-two  ministers — that  is  one  minister  to  every  fifty  thousand  souls, 
^t  is  true,  the  Old  School  Presbyterians  are  more  numerous,  and,  with  the  aid  of 
their  Assembly’s  Board,  they  are  doing  a  good,  if  not  a  great  work.  But  in  many 
whole  States,  as  in  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Florida,  Arkansas,  and 
Louisiana,  there  is  not  a  solitary  minister  in  connection  with  the  New  School 
Presbyterians.  In  the  large  and  growing  State  of  Texas,  with  a  territory  almost 
illimitable,  and  soon  to  be  an  empire  within  itself,  the  Old  School  Presbyte¬ 
rians  have  thirty-eight  ministers;  and  five  or  six  New  School  Presbyterians  have 
lately,  at  their  own  charges,  and  with  the  genuine  zeal  of  Apostolic  times,  urged 
their  way  thither,  but  have  not  yet  found  it  possible  to  get  near  enough  together 
for  counsel  or  organization. 

Mr.  President,  the  man  in  whose  heart  the  idea  of  a  Southern  Aid  Society 
was  first  conceived,  was  inspired  from  Heaven.  No  field  ever  yet  entered  by 
man  could  possibly  promise  a  more  abundant  harvest.  No  people  on  the  faee  of 
the  civilized  globe  are  more  accessible  to  the  ministry  of  grace,  or  have  a  higher 
sense  of  respect  for  the  institutions  of  God’s  house,  than  the  people  of  the 
•  Southern  States  of  this  Union.  As  indication  of  the  public  sense  in  my  own 
State,  I  may  mention  the  fact  that,  on  the  railroad  connecting  the  Mississippi 
Ri  ver  with  the  Capital  of  the  State,  as  also  extending  farther  East,  every  minis¬ 
ter  traveling  on  business  connected  with  the  Church,  of  any  denomination,  for 
fifteen  years,  has  passed  freely  without  charge.  The  stage  contractors  who 
reside  in  the  South  very  often  give  free  tickets  to  ministers ;  and  the  hotel- 
keeper  who  would  exact  or  accept  pay  from  a  minister  who  is  devoted  to  his 
work,  would  be  ashamed  to  live  in  any  community  that  I  have  known  in  the 
South.  Nay,  I  myself  have  frequently  had  the  fare  sent  after  me  and  returned 
by  the  keepers  of  houses  of  entertainment,  with  a  respectful  apology,  that  they 
had  only  learned,  after  my  leaving,  that  I  was  a  minister.  They  were  ashamed 
to  have  it  thought,  even  by  a  stranger,  that  they  would  charge  a  minister.  The 
same  has  occurred  to  me,  more  than  onee,  from  stage  contractors.  Ferries  and 
toll-bridges  are  usually  free  to  ministers. 

There  is  among  the  Southern  people  no  systematic  organized  opposition  to 
the  Gospel — none  of  the  clubs  and  cliques  so  common  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  got  up  by  men  of  bitter  and  burning  hearts  to  bolster  up  each  other,  and 
to  instil  the  poisonous  seeds  of  infidelity  into  the  minds  of  the  young  and  the 
unwary.  An  open  and  avowed  infidel,  in  all  the  South,  so  far  as  my  observation 
extends,  is  a  prodigy,  and  must  have  a  forehead  of  brass  if  he  faces  a  Southern 
public.  There  we  have  no  foolish,  fatal  heresies,  no  mad  philosophy,  no  blind 
fanaticism  seizing  the  public  mind,  weakening  and  wasting  the  energies  of  the 
people  for  nought.  We  have  no  Unitarianism,  no  Universalism,  no  Millerism, 
no  Spiritualism,  no  Mormonism,  no  Swedenborgianism,  except  among  a  very 
few  of  the  traveled  aristocracy  who  have  caught  the  infection  in  a  higher  lati- 
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tude;  and,  until  lately,  we  have  had  very  little  of  the  “  Not-as-nther-men  ” 
High-Churchism. 

The  Southern  heart  is  soft.  Its  enmity  to  God,  though  real  and  universal,  is 
not  direct  and  personal;  but  consists  chiefly,  if  not  only,  in  “friendship  to  the 
world,”  and  a  careless  neglecting  of  the  interests  of  the  soul.  Everybody  in  the 
South  expects  to  join  the  Church  some  day.  No  man  deliberately  makes  up  his 
mind  to  die  without  religion.  Should  the  Tempter  go  “up  and  down,  to  and 
fro  ”  through  the  land  with  such  a  proposition  as  this,  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  white  and  black,  would  rise  up  and  indignantly  exclaim,  “  Get  thee  behind 
me,  Satan !  ”  Is  thy  servant  a  dog  that  has  no  soul  to  be  saved  !  Yes,  sir — rI  he 
white  and  the  black.  Why,  sir,  there  is  a  greater  proportion  of  the  slaves  at  the 
South  who  are  members  of  the  Church,  than  of  the  actual  dav  laborers  of  the 
North.  The  rules  of  the  family,  and  the  regulations  on  the  plantations,  are  such 
as  to  prevent  them  from  gathering  in  crowds,  either  by  day  or  night,  during  the 
week,  and  of  spending  the  hours  of  sleep  in  dissipation  and  mischief.  And  when 
the  Sabbath  comes,  with  its  rest  from  all  labor,  they  are  delighted  with  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  coming  out  in  their  Sunday  clothes ;  and  their  dress  on  this  day,  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  is  about  equal  to  that  of  the  whites.  They  generally 
turn  out  in  large  numbers  to  Church,  and  return  refreshed  and  cheerful ;  and  in 
many,  very  many  instances,  it  is  hoped,  savingly  benefited  by  the  preached 
Gospel. 

What  we  want,  what  we  most  earnestly  pray  for — and  what  we  must  soon  have, 
or  we  shall  be  undone, — is  the  living  preacher,  with  a  human  heart  and  an 
educated  mind,  freed  by  true  learning  from  the  stiffness  of  a  stilted  technical 
theology — we  want  him  to  come,  and,  standing  among  us,  not  above  us,  to  bid 
our  people  pause  and  think,  and  attend  to  the  claims  of  God  and  their  souls. 
We  want  the  qualified  and  faithful  living  minister  who  shall  preach  the  Gospel, 
“not  with  enticing  words  of  man’s  wisdom,  but  in  the  words  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  teacheth,  and  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  power.”  We  want, 
not  the  cast-off  drones  from  over-filled  hives, “  or  the  busy-bodies,  doting  about 
questions  and  strifes  of  words,  whereof  cometh  envy,  railings,  and  evil-surmis- 
ings;”  but  we  want  self-denying  workmen  that  are  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  nor  afraid  to  preach  it  as  He  preached  it,  and  as  His  Apostles  preached 
it,  who  are  determined  to  know  nothing,  and  preach  nothing  among  us  but 
Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified; — men  of  courageous  faith,  who  will  not  shun 
to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God  to  the  old  and  the  young,  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  the  bond  and  the  free. 

But  can  such  ministers  safely  go  South,  and  will  they  be  acceptable  if  they 
preach  thus  in  a  Slave-holding  tate  ?  Why  not  ? 

Mr.  President,  I  am  a  Southerner  by  birth.  Seldom,  and  then  only  for  a 
very  short  time,  have  I  stood  upon  the  soil  of  a  Free  State.  Once — and  it  was 
a  time,  too,  that  “tried  men’s  souls  ” — a  time  which  some  of  us  will  hardly  for¬ 
get  this  side  the  grave — I  came  a  thousand  miles  to  cast  my  humble  vote  to 
restore  to  Albert  Barnes  that  which  had  been  most  unjustly  and  cruelly  taken 
away  from  him. 
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On  another  occasion,  and  that  not  very  long  ago,  nor  five  hundred  miles  from 
this  city,  a  young  ministerial  brother  whose  acquaintance  I  had  made,  and  with 
whom  I  had  spent  several  very  pleasant  evenings  in  social  intercourse,  inter¬ 
changing  opinions  and  experiences  of  the  North  and  the  South,  walking  across 
the  floor,  silent,  and  as  it  seemed,  in  thoughtful  mood,  his  brow  knitted,  and  his 
whole  countenance  sad  and  cast  down,  as  if  his  bosom  heaved  with  some  big 
emotion,  suddenly,  as  if  unable  longer  to  repress  his  feelings,  turned  round,  and 
with  tears  in  his  eyes  said,  “  O,  Mr.  Newton,  I  do  feel  so  bad !”  “  Why,”  said  I, 
somewhat  surprised,  “  what  is  the  matter  ?”  Still  wringing  his  hands  in  apparent 
agony,  he  replied,  “O,  sir,  I  am  thinking  about  the  poor  slaves  at  the  South!” 

My  surprise  and  alarm,  which  were  but  for  a  moment,  gave  place  immedi¬ 
ately  to  another  feeling,  and  I  very  promptly  replied:  “Oh,  yes!  I  think  I  know 
how  to  sympathize  with  you.  I  feel  bad  too,  very  bad.  I  have  felt  so  ever  since 
I  came  North  and  have  passed  through  the  streets  of  your  city.  The  poor, 
wretched,  down-trodden,  beastly-looking  objects  that  I  have  seen  in  the  shape 
of  human  beings,  begging  and  bending  about  your  streets,  and  hoveled  away  in 
squalid  dens  in  your  alleys;  and  especially  your  free  negroes!  Oh,  what  miser¬ 
able  !” — A  downright  hearty  laugh  from  my  friend  showed  me  that  I  was 
understood.  “Now,  my  good  brother,”  said  I,  “why  do  you  not  come  South 
and  preach  to  us  and  our  poor  negroes!” 

“Why,  you  won’t  let  me,”  exclaimed  he. 

“Won’t  let  you!  Why,  yes  we  will — we  want  all  the  preachers  that  we 
ean  get.” 

“Yes,  but  if  I  go  down  South  to  preach,  you  will  hang  me.” 

“  Not  if  you  preach  the  Gospel  of  Christ,”  said  I.  “  And  if  you  should  come 
there  to  preach  any  other  Gospel,  you  ought  to  be  hung.” 

[Was  I  not  more  than  half-right,  Mr.  President?  Paul  says  that  if  he,  or 
even  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any  other  gospel,  let  him  be  accursed ;  and 
we  know  it  is  written,  “  Cursed  is  every  one  that  hangelh  on  a  tree.”] 

I  then  assured  my  friend,  as  I  now  do  you,  Mr.  President,  and  all  who  hear 
me,  that  I  know  of  no  community  in  all  the  South  where  the  whole  Bible  may 
not  be  safely  and  profitably  read,  in  the  presence  of  magistrates  and  people, 
parents  and  children,  masters  and  slaves.  I  know  of  no  text  in  the  Bible  that 
may  not  be  preached  upon  there,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  I  know  of  no  duty 
either  of  parent  or  child,  master  or  servant,  enjoined  in  the  Scriptures,  that  may 
not  be  explained  and  enforced  by  ministers  there,  as  well  as  by  Christ  and  his 
apostles. 

How  is  this,  Sir?  We  may  as  well  understand  each  other  at  once.  Is  it 
pretended  that  the  ministers  now  at  the  South,  in  their  public  ministrations,  keep 
back  a  part  of  the  whole  counsel  of  God  ?  Is  it  pretended  that  we  are  in  the 
habit  of  adding  to,  or  taking  from,  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  God’s  book,  in 
order  to  adapt  it  to  the  relations  and  institutions  that  exist  among  us?  (s  it 
understood  that  we  have  one  Gospel  for  the  slave,  and  another  for  his  master? 
Then  indeed,  are  we  not  entitled  to  the  name  of  Christians.  Nny,  we  are  not 
honest  men.  We  are  worse  than  pirates  or  murderers,  and  are  doomed  to  the 
fearful  plagues  that  are  written  and  threatened  in  God’s  holy  word. 
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But,  Mr.  President,  we  are  not  of  those  who  keep  back  part  of  the  priceless, 
precious  truth  of  God.  Secret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord;  but  [all]  those 
things  which  are  revealed  belong  unto  us  and  to  our  children,  and  to  our  ser- 
vants.  And  what  we  want,  what  we  long  for  and  pray  for,  is  a  supply  of  faith¬ 
ful  laborers  and  fellow-helpers  to  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth.  A  thousand  such  laborers  could  to-day  find  work  in  our  vineyard,  and, 
with  the  Divine  blessing,  could  forthwith  begin  to  realize  a  large  and  a  rich 
reward  for  all  their  toils. 

Mr.  President,  the  broad  fields  are  now  white,  and  ready,  and  waiting  for  the 
reapers.  O  Sir,  it  would  fill  your  eyes  with  tears,  it  would  stir  the  inmost 
depths  of  your  soul ;  nay,  Sir,  it  would  make  your  heart  bleed  to  stand  where 
I  have  stood,  and  look  out  upon  the  waving  harvest,  spread  out  on  all  sides,  far 
as  your  eye  could  stretch  its  vision,  across  those  fields  of  golden  beauty, — wast¬ 
ing  and  going  to  destruction  for  the  want  of  laborers  to  thrust  in  their  sickles 
and  shout  the  harvest  home. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  eyes  there  that  do  look  upon  those  fields — eyes  that 
are  never  dry,  except  when  the  tear  is  wiped  away  that  they  may  strain  their 
vision  to  look  again  for  help.  And  there  are  anxious,  bursting  hearts  that  long 
for  “the  set  time” — that  are  fainting  and  fainting  for  the  hope  of  help  so  long 
deferred.  There  are  men  of  prayer,  who  cease  not  day  and  night  to  cry  to  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest  to  send  laborers  into  his  vineyard.  A  new  hope  sprang  up 
in  every  bosom,  all  eyes  looked  up,  and  all  hearts  leaped  for  joy  when  the 
Southern  Aid  Society  was  announced — for  they  felt  that  God  was  about  to  visit 
his  Southern  people,  and  that  the  day  of  their  redemption  was  nigh.  Pecuniary 
aid  was  generously  offered,  promptly  bestowed,  and  thankfully  received.  But 
still  the  harvest  remains  ungathered.  Still  the  men,  the  ministers,  are  not  there. 
Money  will  not  do  the  work  of  an  evangelist.  Money  will  not  preach  the  gospel. 
Money  will  not  convert  the  sinner,  feed  the  church,  nor  save  the  soul.  Lord 
God  of  the  harvest,  send  us  men.  O,  my  God,  how  long ! 

Mr.  President,  let  me  give  you  my  own  experience. — Ab  uno  disce  omnes. 

Our  little  Synod  of  Mississippi - with  your  leave,  Sir,  I  believe  I  shall 

do  better  to  read  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  C.  M.  Atkinson,  our  zealous  Corres¬ 
ponding  Secretary,  hastily  written  in  answer  to  a  note  from  me,  only  a  day  or 
two  before  I  left  home. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rev.  C.  M.  Atkinson ,  Corresponding  Secretary  for 
Domestic  Missions  in  the  Synod  of  Mississippi ,  dated  October  5th,  1854. 

“Our  Synod  embraces  an  area  of  about  40,000  square  miles.  We  have  29 
churches,  of  which  8  are  vacant. — We  have  18  ministers,  all  told.  Several  are 
not  in  the  field.  At  the  opening  of  the  year  1852  Synod  engaged  more  actively 
in  the  work  of  Home  Missions.  The  plan  contemplates  church  edification  and 
extension,  and  hence  a  fund  for  the  support  of  ministers  in  the  feeble  church¬ 
es,  and  in  missionary  fields.  To  this  Synodical  Fund  every  church  (weak  and 
strong)  is  expected  annually  to  contribute.  For  1852  the  churches  contributed 
upwards  of  $2,000.  The  appropriations  were  over  $2,500.  The  deficit  was 
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met  by  the  generous  donation  of  $500  from  the  Southern  Aid  Society.  The 
land  is  before  us,  and  we  are  urged  to  enter  and  occupy.  Six  or  eight  ministers 
could  this  day  be  stationed  in  fields  of  rich  promise  to  workmen  who  need  not 
be  ashamed.  And  they  could  be  well  supported  with  what  our  people  would 
cheerfully  contribute,  and  a  little  help  annually  from  the  Southern  Aid  Society. 
To  render  our  Home  Missionary  plan  efficient  in  its  operations,  Synod  has  a 
Church  Extension  Committee,  a  Treasurer,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  an 
Agent  in  each  Presbytery.  The  effect  of  this  mission  upon  the  church  has  been 
most  happy, — has  nerved  their  hearts  and  strengthened  their  hands,  and  inspired 
them  with  bright  and  gladdening  hopes  relative  to  our  church  in  this  State.  God 
has  been  with  us,  and  has  richlv  blessed  our  efforts  in  his  name,  and  for  his  cause.” 

If  I  could  speak  with  an  angel’s  voice,  and  in  thunder  tones,  so  as  to  bo  heard 
by  every  minister  in  our  land,  1  would  send  a  thrilling  appeal,  an  earnest  cry  for 
help,  into  every  effr.  And  I  will  take  this  method  of  advertising  all  who  hear 
me,  and  all  to  whom  they  will  be  good  enough  to  communicate  it,  that  there  are 
seven  calls  for  ministers  for  vacant  churches  in  our  Synod  alone.  For  further 
information,  address  Rev.  C.  M.  Atkinson ,  Canton,  Mississippi.  There  are  as 
many  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Texas 
— the  latest  and  last  of  the  dozens  of  a  similar  character  within  the  few  years 
past — calling  for  twice  seven  ministers  to  occupy  fields  open  and  waiting  there. 

And  where  now,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  promise  of  help? — Where  are  the 
indications  of  a  good  time  coming  to  the  South,  in  the  midst  of  such  a  state  of 
things  as  this  ?  What  shall  we  do,  and  whither  shall  we  look  for  aid  ? 

Mr.  President,  we  can  only  look  beyond  our  own  resources,  and  under  God, 
to  the  Southern  Aid  Society.  Not  so  much,  nor  altogether,  to  the  pecuniary  aid, 
the  essential  means  of  support  which  we  are  sure  you  will  be  ever  ready  to  be¬ 
stow  in  ample  and  generous  measure,  but  to  the  moral  effect  which  the  very  ex¬ 
istence  of  such  a  Society,  started  into  life  under  such  circumstances,  and  carrying 
with  it  such  an  influence,  must  necessarily  exert  upon  the  men  and  the  ministers 
of  our  whole  country.  It  will  show  that  there  is  a  large  class  of  the  educated 
and  consecrated  minds  of  the  North — a  remnant  of  no  small  influence  and  power 
— who  are  deliberately  of  the  opinion  that  the  gospel,  in  its  integrity  and  entire¬ 
ness,  may  be  safely  and  successfully  preached  among  a  people  whose  manners 
and  customs  and  institutions  may  differ  somewhat  from  those  of  others.  The 
Southern  Aid  Society,  holding  its  first  anniversary  to-day  in  the  great  central 
city  of  the  North  and  of  the  Union,  with  its  noble  army  of  patrons,  friends  and 
supporters,  its  Pastors  and  Professors  and  intelligent  laymen,  practical  men  of 
business  and  influence  in  the  world,  have  publicly  and  fearlessly  staked  their  re¬ 
putation  upon  the  confessed  belief,  that  an  humble,  qualified,  faithful  and  devot¬ 
ed  minister  from  any  part  of  the  world,  may  “  declare  the  whole  counsel  of 
God,”  without  shunning,  concealing  or  keeping  back  any  part  or  parcel  of  the 
same,  to  the  parents  and  children,  husbands  and  wives,  brothers  and  sisters,  mas¬ 
ters  and  servants,  in  any  and  all  the  Southern  States.  This  will  bring  us  help — 

THIS  WILL  SEND  US  MEN. 

Yes  Sir ;  and  the  Southern  Aid  Society  will  yet  live  to  give  a  practical  de- 
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monstration  to  nil  the  world,  to  the  shame  and  confusion  of  all  croakers,  politi¬ 
cal  meddlers,  and  the  worshippers  of  a  superscriptural  philosophy,  of  the  glori¬ 
ous  and  heaven-inspired  truth,  that  “  By  one  spirit  we  are  all  baptised  into  one 
body  ;  whether  we  be  Jews  or  Gentiles, — bond  or  free.’7  Yes,  whether  we  be 
bond,  or  free — whether  we  belong  to  the  Free  States  of  the  North,  or  the  Slave 
States  of  the  South.  And  if  any  are  pleased  to  deem  the  bond  members  to  be 
“  less  honorable,”  or  less  worthy  of  thei'r  Christian  regards — upon  them  the, 
Southern  Aid  Society  will  “bestow  more  abundant  honor,”  that  “our  uncome¬ 
ly  parts  may  have  more  abundant  comeliness.  For,  our  comely  parts  have  no 
need.”  They  are  without  sin,  and  without  stain,  without  spot  or  blemish,  or 
any  such  thing! 

Yes,  Sir.  The  Southern  Aid  Society  w7as  hailed  at  the  South  as  the  signal  of 
better  times,  an  ensign  of  confidence,  security,  and  peace,  both  to  the  Christian 
and  to  the  patriot.  And,  if  I  have  not  misinterpreted  my  readings  of  the  philosophy 
of  human  nature,  this  Association  will  be  found  hereafter  to  have  been — though 
among  the  latest  and  least  ostentatious — one  of  the  surest  and  the  strongest  of 
the  ties  that  bind  together  the  various  portions  of  our  common  country.  Men  of 
another  and  a  coming  time  will  look  back  upon  the  fuss,  fury  and  folly  of  this 
fast  age,  and  wonder  at  the  darkness  of  that  light  which  vainly  strove  to  out¬ 
shine  the  bright  light  of  God’s  word.  They  will  laugh  at  the  silly  theorizings  of 
those  whose  moral  and  philanthropic  maxims  were  too  elevated  and  elevating  to 
permit  them  to  stand  down  upon  “  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth  ;”  but  who 
must  needs  mount  the  stilts  of  a  novel  phantom  philosophy,  v7hich  is  purer  than 
the  Puritan,  and  higher  than  the  Highest. 

Then  will  justice  be  done  to  the  heart  that  conceived,  the  minds  that  planned, 
and  the  hands  that  support,  this  beautiful  edifice.  Political  asperities,  social 
and  sectional  jealousies,  and  evil  surmisings  among  men  of  the  same  faith  and 
of  the  same  family,  the  sharers  of  a  common  hope  and  a  common  heritage,  will 
have  received  a  severe  blow  — I  hope  mortal — at  the  hands  of  this  Association. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  the  very  first  dottings  of  the  wire  transmitting  the  news 
that  the  formation  of  such  a  Society  had  been  conceived  and  was  meditated  in 
this  city,  softened  and  subdued  a  thousand  hearts  all  adown  “  the  streams  of  the 
South.”  And  when  your  Address  came  ffrrth,  with  such  expressions  of  generous 
confidence,  coupled  v7ith  the  manly  avowal  of  a  determination  to  treat  us  as 
brethren  and  fellow-helpers  to  the  truth,  and  not  to  dole  out  the  stinted  measures 
of  aid  to  the  favorites  of  your  own  choosing, — why  sir,  our  hearts  were  full  to 
bursting.  That  feature  in  your  Address,  and  the  article  of  a  similar  character 
in  your  Constitution,  bore  away  the  last  vestige  of  apprehension  and  misgiving 
from  our  bosoms. 

Mr.  President:  We  have  received  and  handled  your  pecuniary  benefactions. 
We  now  await  the  effect  of  your  action — the  moral  effect  of  your  Association — 
we  wait  for  the  men.  Every  consideration  of  humanity,  of  patriotism  and  of  re¬ 
ligion,  demands  that  you  stand  firm,  hold  fast,  and  go  forward  in  this  good  work. 
The  fruit,  rich  and  precious  and  plenteous,  will  come  “  in  his  season.”  The  Lord 
hasten  it  in  his  own  good  time. 
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SPEECH  OE  REV,  EE,  BETHOTE, 

OE  BROOKLYN. 

Rev.  Dr.  Bethune,  of  Brooklyn,  having  been  called  upon,  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  President  : — Though  I  second  the  resolution  just  moved,  I  cannot  bind 
myself  to  speak  closely  upon  it,  but  shall  endeavor  to  aid  the  general  purposes  of 
this  meeting.  I  feel,  sir,  as  every  one  here  must  feel,  that  one  main  idea  fills  the 
mind  of  the  assembly,  and  prompts  the  substance  of  each  address.  There  may  be, 
however,  and  probably  are,  some  diversities  of  sentiment  under  this  general  har¬ 
mony  ;  and  though  it  does  not  become  any  one  impertinently  to  obtrude  his  pe¬ 
culiar  views  and  feelings  upon  others,  yet  when  called  upon  to  advocate  any  sys¬ 
tem  of  action,  a  speaker  has  a  right  to  guard  himself  from  misapprehension 
by  defining  his  position. 

It  must  also,  sir,  be  seen  at  once  that  whatever  terms  are  used,  the  idea  of  sla¬ 
very  is  prominent  in  this  matter.  When  gentlemen  here  talk  of  the  South  and 
the  North,  they  mean  the  States  where  slavery  exists  and  those  where  it  does  not 
— by  Southern  Churches  you  mean  those  Churches  in  the  communion  of  which 
are  slaveholders  and  slaves — by  Northern  Churches  those  who  are  free  from  the 
charge.  Among  us,  Mr.  President,  of  this  Society  and  this  meeting,  there  may  be 
different  ways  of  thinking  about  slavery.  For  myself,  I  am  thankful  that  I  have 
never  uttered  a  word  of  apology  for  slavery,  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  I  never 
shall.  I  hate  it.  But  because  I  hate  slavery,  is  there  any  reason  that  I  should 
hate  the  slaveholder  ?  Or,  because  I  believe  a  man  to  be  a  sinner,  that  I  should  not 
desire  him  to  be  saved?  These  we  consider  the  aims  of  this  Society.  Meekness 
should  be  inseparable  from  a  Christian’s  spirit,  because  his  master  in  his  extremity 
of  wrong  and  suffering  was  as  a  lamb  before  his  shearers,  and  because,  if  like  the 
apostle  Paul  he  thinks  himself  vthe  chief  of  sinners  from  knowing  his  own  heart, 
while  he  judges  charitably  of  others,  he  cannot  harshly  condemn  any  fallen  man. 

Besides,  sir,  it  is,  as  I  take  it,  clear  and  acknowledged  that  the  guilt  of  a  crime  or 
wrong  is  graduated  by  the  strength  of  the  temptation ;  and  I  cannot  think  that  a 
man  who  is  under  no  temptation  to  do  a  particular  sin,  and  could  not  carry  it  into 
overt  action  if  he  were  never  so  much  inclined  to,  has  any  right  to  condemn  with¬ 
out  mercy  one  who  from  the  circumstances  in  which  he  has  been  bora  and  edu¬ 
cated,  can  scarcely  help  doing  it.  Now,  sir,  in  the  harshest  view  of  the  case  con¬ 
sistent  with  candor,  this  is  the  position  we  hold  in  relation  to  our  Southern 
brethren  as  to  the  matter  of  slavery.  I  hate  slavery  for  many  reasons.  It  is  the 
great  political  evil  and  curse  of  our  country.  The  purposes  of  good  which  God 
has  in  permitting  slavery,  do  not  alter  its  character.  The  Jews  were  not  less 
guilty  in  crucifying  our  Lord,  because  he  was  delivered  to  them  by  the  determi¬ 
nate  counsel  and  foreknowledge  of  God.  He  who  is  over  all,  “  makes  the  wrath 
of  man  to  praise  him,  and  restrains  the  remainder  thereof.”  No,  sir,  slavery  is  an 
evil — a  fearful  evil — that  has  denied  the  right  of  free  speech,  impeached  the  right 
of  petition,  violated  the  sanctity  of  the  Post  Office.  That  must  be  an  evil — can- 
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not  be  anything  else  but  an  evil,  which  requires  such  monstrous  violations  of  first 
principles  in  a  constitutional  government.  But,  sir,  the  evil  exists,  and  exists  beyond 
our  power  to  remove  it — what  are  we,  as  Christians,  to  do  in  the  circumstances  ? 

If  this  were  a  political  meeting,  we  might  perhaps  allow  ourselves  to  discuss 
points  not  in  place  now ;  but  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  believe  in  clergymen 
attending  political  meetings,  and  making  political  speeches.  My  office  is  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  I  was  ordained  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  with  the 
help  of  God,  that  I  mean  to  keep  to.  When  I  have  fairly  gone  through  preaching 
the  Gospel,  and  exhausted  all  its  precious  themes,  and  prevailed  with  it  over  every 
heart,  I  may  turn  my  attention  to  the  law,  and  perhaps  try  to  enlighten  my  hearers 
on  matters  of  political  jurisprudence,  if  they  will  consent  to  listen,  or  think  that  x 
can  teach  them  anything  on  that  point.  Now,  sir,  as  Christians,  what  is  our  duty, 
our  great  and  only  commission  as  a  Church  ?  It  is  to  “  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature no  matter  where  he  lives,  under  what  laws,  with  what  color,  what  his 
condition — he  is  a  sinner,  and  we  must  preach  to  him  the  Gospel. 

We  serve  under  a  Captain  whose  glorious  title  is  “  Captain  of  our  Salvation,” 
and  he  says  “  My  kingdom  is  not  of  the  world,”  and  adds,  “  if  my  kingdom  was 
of  this  world  then  would  my  servants  fight.”  The  converse  is  obvious ;  we  have 
no  mission  to  fight,  and  no  right  to  fight.  “  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not 
carnal ;  ”  we  may  be  thankful  that  they  are  not,  for  if  we  had  to  fight  with  weap¬ 
ons  fashioned  to  the  world’s  wars,  the  little  flock  would  stand  but  a  poor  chance 
among  the  warriors  of  infidelity ;  but  our  weapons  are  mighty  through  God, 
from  Him  only  our  strength  comes.  (He  has  ordered  and  combined  us  under  the 
banner  of  the  cross,  on  which  Christ  died  for  sinners ;  and  when  he  sent  his 
Church  forth  on  their  enterprise  to  bless  the  world,  he  gave  them  but  one  instru¬ 
ment,  one  choice,  one  method,  and  only  one.  Out  of  all  the  treasures  of  his  om¬ 
nipotence,  his  infinite  wisdom  selected  only  one  gift.  His  Church  has  nothing 
else — it  is  the  Bible.  It  is  distrust  or  presumption  which  thinks  of  any  other 
means ;  and  I  believe  that  the  Church  will  be  severely  scourged  by  the  Lord  for 
losing  so  much  time,  and  wasting  so  much  effort  upon  side  issues,  which  sunder 
us  from  the  main  purpose  of  our  calling.  Our  duty,  sir,  is  to  obey  our  Maste^ 
and  such  only  should  be  our  aim.  The  question  for  us  is  not — what  do  we  think 
is  right?  or  what  do  other  men  think  is  right? — but  what  has  the  Lord  com¬ 
manded  us  to  do  ?  The  rule  of  Christian  action  is,  “Not  my  will,  but  thine.” 
We  have  no' other  resource. 

My  Master  sends  me  into  the  field  to  work — and  I  must  work  in  the  way 
he  bids  me.  We  can  serve  him  none  other  way,  and  should  be  content  to  follow 
the  example  of  that  eminent  Apostle  who  more  than  all  others  has  shown  us 
how  near  an  imperfect  humanity  can  approach  the  perfection  of  Christ’s  moral 
beauty — who  with  all  the  learning  of  the  Greek  schools,  and  all  the  learning  of 
the  Jews, — with  a  power  of  logic,  a  fullness  of  thought,  and  a  richness  of  lan¬ 
guage  unapproached  by  any  uninspired  man — laid  down  all  his  advantages  at  the 
foot  of  the  cross,  and  desired  to  know  nothing  else  but  Jesus  Christ  and  Him 
crucified.  This  was  true  of  all  those  early  preachers  who  carried  the  triumphs  of 
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their  Redeemer  so  far — and  it  should  and  must  be  true  of  us  if  we  would  spread 
those  triumphs  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

Our  reverend  and  excellent  friend  from  Mississippi  cited  most  eloquently,  and 
with  keen  point,  the  declaration  of  Paul,  that  he  was  ready  “  to  preach  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  those  that  were  at  Rome  also.”  And  what  was  the  condition  of  Rome 
at  that  time? — corrupted,  borne  down,  tottering’  to  her  fall  by  the  very  weight  of 
domestic  slavery,- — for  it  was  slavery  that  ruined  Rome,  as  it  will  every  State 
where  it  is  allowed  to  work  out  its  natural  effects.  The  retributions  of  Providence 
may  be  delayed,  but  they  are  sure.  Yet  to  Rome,  slaveholding  Rome  Paul  went, 
Nor  does  he  say  a  word  about  slavery,  except  when  he  enjoins  upon  the  slaves 
meekness  towards  their  masters,  and  upon  the  masters  tenderness  toward  the 
slaves, and  wrote  that  famous  letter  to  Philemon  about. the  runaway  Onesimus* 
Why  was  he  so  silent?  Because  he  approved  of  slavery?  He  who  prayed  that 
Agrippa  might  be  altogether  such  as  he  was  “  excepting  his  bonds,”  could  never 
have  approved  of  slavery — but  it  was  because  he  knew  and  felt  that  the  salvation 
of  a  man’s  soul  is  of  far  higher  importance  than  the  condition  of  his  passing  life 
here.  He  thought  of  eternity  rather  than  of  time,  and  longed  to  save  both  master 
and  slave  from  an  awful  hell.  This  should  be  our  motive  :  the  saving  of  immortal 
souls  should  urge  us  to  far  greater  zeal  than  any  other  consideration  that  is  bound  - 
ed  by  the  grave. 

But,  sir,  the  Gospel  does  not  overlook  the  present  life  with  its  moral  interests 
If  there  be  one  doctrine  more  fundamental  than  another  in  evangelical  ethics,  it  is 
that  everything  which  is  evil  in  man  comes  from  the  natural  heart,  and  everything 
that  is  good  comes  from  the  heart  converted  and  sanctified  by  the  spirit  of  grace- 
There  you  have  the  opposites.  The  works  of  the  flesh  are  these- — everything  that 
debases  and  oppresses  man  the  fruits  of  the  spirit  are  these — everything  that 
elevates  and  blesses  him.  If  you  would  eradicate  an  evil  from  men  you  never  can 
do  it  but  by  converting  their  hearts — you  never  can  put  good  in  the  place  of  evil 
but  by  putting  the  spirit  of  God  in  place  of  the  natural  disposition.  Yes,  sir,  if 
you  wish  to  do  good  to  mankind,  to  spread  through  the  world  true  morality,  sound 
political  principles,  and  all  those  virtues  which  bind  society  together  while  they 
bless  each  in  blessing  all,  you  can  do  it  effectually  only  by  spreading  the  Gospel, 
through  which  the  Holy  Ghost  convinces  and  changes  the  heart.  And  I  would  say 
to  those  who  seem  most  shocked'  at  the  sin  of  the  South,  and  most  desirous  of  sav¬ 
ing  the  slave  from  the  evils  of  his  lot  here  and  hereafter,  send  the  Gospel  there 
more  abundantly.  That  is  our  Master’s  policy,  and  should  be  ours.  Sir*  Ik© 
Gospel  is  the  grand  reformer — the  grand  liberator — the  grand  educator;  no  genu¬ 
ine  blessing  can  go  before  it,  but  every  genuine  blessing  follows  in  its  train.  It 
is  the  sun  of  righteousness  shining  upon  us  with  healing  in  his  wings,  scattering 
darkness  and  the  plagues  of  darkness,  filling  every  eye  with  joy,  and  giving  health 
to  every  soul  that  breathes  the  radiant,  purified  air.  I  cannot  at  all  understand 
upon  what  principle  it  is  that  men  who  profess  to  follow  Christ  can  take  any  other 
ground.  He  “  came  not  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  saved.” 

Where,  dear  sir,  would  have  been  our  salvation  if  he  had  come  to  call  the 
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righteous,  and  not  sinners  to  repentance  ?  Putting  the  South  under  the  severest 
possible  censure,  the  Gospel  should  be  sent  to  them  as  Christ  has  sent  it  to  us. 
And  how  should  they  hear  without  a  preacher1?  And  how  should  he  preach  except 
he  be  sent  ? 

There  will  be  differences  of  opinion  and  differences  of  action  among  men,  until 
they  are  all  brought  under  one  Gospel.  It  is  the  Gospel  which  is  to  bring  all  the 
now  conflicting  elements  to  harmony.  This  is  Isaiah’s  glowing  prophecy,  the 
beauty  and  force  of  which  I  never  observed  so  fully  until  the  other  day,  as  I  read , 

“  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye,  my  people,  saith  your  God,  Speak  ye  comfortably  to 
Jerusalem  ” — and  what  was  the  comfort  ? — That  “  her  warfare  is  accomplished 
that  her  iniquitv  is  pardoned  for  she  hath  received  of  the  Lord  s  hands  double 
for  all  her  sins.”  This  was  indeed  comfort — that  our  salvation  is  sure,  and  that 
the  mercies  of  God  far  transcend  our  sins — but  this  is  not  all.  The  Christian 
cannot  be  satisfied  with  going  to  heaven  alone :  he  would  fain  have  his  family,  his 
neighbors,  his  fellow  countrymen,  yes,  the  whole  world,  rejoice  in  the  same  hope 
— and  as  the  revelation  goes  on,  “  Every  valley  shall  be  exalted,  and  every  moun¬ 
tain  and  hill  shall  be  made  low,  and  the  crooked  shall  be  made  straight,  and  the 
rough  places  plain.”  All  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Gospel,  from  the  ine¬ 
qualities  and  oppressions  of  men,  from  their  errors  and  from  their  enormities, 
shall  be  removed — and  then  shall  come  the  glorious  consummation. 

The  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed,  even  the  Gospel  which  tells  of  the 
riches  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  and  all  the  earth  shall  see  it  together.  Ah  !  when 
that  day  comes,  when  the  same  light  shall  be  upon  every  face,  and  the  same  love 
with  thanksgiving  rise  from  every  heart,  then  shall  we  all  think  alike  and  act  alike 
— then,  and  not  till  then,  will  there  be  Peace  on  earth  or  good-will  towards  men. 
Let  us  all  believe  the  same  Gospel  and  preach  the  same  Gospel,  then  the  issue  of 
all  our  labors  will  be  the  same.  There  can  be  no  difference  in  results  which  flow 
from  the  same  Bible  and  the  same  spirit  of  Christ.  Let  us  do  what  God  commands 
us,  and  the  consequences  must  be  what  God  loves. 

I  remember,  sir,  many  years  ago,  being  on  board  ship  with  General  McIntosh 
of  St.  Mary’s,  whom  my  friend,  your  secretary,  will  remember  as  a  gentleman  of 
not  a  little  shrewdness  ;  and  one  day  he  said  to  me : — -“  Mr.  Bethune,  you  are  a 
preacher  are  you  not?”  “Yes,  Gen.,  you  know  I  am.”  “Well,  then,  you  ought 
to  come  to  St.  Mary’s,  where  I  live.  If  you  knew  what  sort  of  a  place  it  is,  you 
would  prefer  to  go  there  of  all  places.”  I  answered,  that  certainly  St.  Mary’s 
looked  like  a  very  pleasant  place,  with  its  orange  trees  and  magnolias,  and  that 
I  had  heard  that  the  people  were  both  intelligent  and  hospitable.  “  Ah,  yes,” 
said  he,  “but  that’s  not  the  reason.  I  think  that  it  is  the  wickedest  place  I  know, 
and  if  you  are  a  preacher,  that  is  just  the  sort  of  place  you  ought  to  go  to.” 
Now  this  is  the  very  argument  I  would  address  to  those  who  are  so  inconsistent 
as  to  wish  to  withdraw  missionary  efforts  from  the  South  because  the  system  of 
slavery  is  so  wicked.  Let  them  condemn  slavery  as  they  will,  the  more  reason 
that  they  should  send  the  Gospel  there.  The  West  and  Northwest  have  eminent 
advantages  in  being  rid  of  slavery  and  its  demoralizing  influences.  They  can 
take  care  of  themselves ;  but  the  more  guilty  the  South,  the  more  need  they  have 
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of  the  Gospel.  But,  though  the  argument  may  thus  be  turned  upon  those  who 
would  frown  upon  any  scheme  of  mercy  for  the  South,  this  is  not  the  spirit  which 
we  should  act  in:  but  I  mean  to  say,  that  there  can  be  no  reason  in  the  conduct 
or  circumstances  of  the  South  which  should  hinder  our  sending  them  aid  to  secure 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  To  the  Gospel  alone  can  we  look  for  the  triumph, 
there  as  everywhere,  of  sound  truth,  political  freedom,  and  the  triumphs  of  God’s 
glory,  which  in  this  world,  as  in  the  next,  is  the  best  welfare  of  man.  The  Bible  is 
God’s  own  truth.  It  cannot  be  wrong,  nor  can  we  do  wrong  in  sending  it.  It  is 
what  God  sent  to  us  by  his  only  begotten  Son,  and  what  our  Lord  Jesus  commands 
us  to  send  to  them.  Freely  we  have  received,  freely  let  us  give—the  Bible,  the 
whole  Bible,  nothing  but  the  Bible. 


4»  ♦  «» 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Cox  was  then  introduced,  and  addressed  the 
audience ;  but  as  it  was  late,  he  curtafted  what  he  intended  to  say, 
and  restricted  his  remarks  to  a  few  minutes.  His  whole  prepar¬ 
ed  speech,  however,  he  has  furnished  by  request,  as  follows : 

Mr.  President, 

It  is  a  new  star  that  appears  to  night  in  the  firmament.  It  seems  heavenly 
bright  and  beautiful ;  and  though  not  of  the  first  magnitude,  it  is,  I  trust,  neither  a 
planet  nor  a  meteor ;  but  a  fixed  star,  shining  distinguished,  visible  to  our  entire 
nationality,  and  belonging  legitimately  to  the  rich  constellation  of  the  charities  of 
our  country.  Those  who  have  some  wisdom  in  observation  of  siderial  pheno¬ 
mena,  will  greet  it  everywhere,  East,  West,  North,  South,  with  salutations  of 
real  joy: — though,  as  “some  men  are  wise,  and  others  are — otherwise,”  there 
will  not  be  wanting  foes  and  fools  to  out-herod  Herod  with  proscription  of  its 
auguries ;  in  proportion  as  it  radiates  a  proper  influence,  leading  wise  men  to  a 
better  acquaintance  with  the  babe  of  Bethlehem,  and  inducing  them  there  to  wor¬ 
ship  the  Prince  of  Judah  and  the  Savior  of  the  world ;  especially  when  they  have 
opened  their  treasures  and  presented  to  him  gifts ;  gold,  and  frankincense ,  and 
myrrh ,  to  Herod’s  sleepless  infelicity  and  unrelieved  frustration. 

Allowing  as  I  have  honestly  done,  that  I  am  probably  wiser  on  thi3  subject 
now,  than  some  score  or  more  of  years  ago,  never  wishing  to  belong  to  that  class 
of  infallibles  whom  successive  days  and  years  cannot  improve,  who  seem  to 
think  it  bankruptcy  of  all  character  and  consistency  to  change  at  all,  who  never 
yet  began  to  change  into  the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord;  and  knowing  well,  Mr.  President,  my  responsibility  in  two 
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worlds,  I  am  free,  and  happy,  and  conscientious,  this  evening,  in  uttering  my  utter 
adhesion  to  your  cause.  God  speed  it !  It  is  a  good  one. 

The  Southern  Aid  Society-!  that  is,  to  aid  especially  the  austral  sections 
of  our  great  republic  with  the  means  of  grace ;  with  the  genuine  and  the  stated 
ministrations  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  Messed  God !  Indeed!  what  a  con- 
vSpiracy !  some  mischief  lurks  !  who  doubts  the  latent  treason  of  such  a  strange 
confederacy'?  Our  Southern  neighbors  have  no  business  with  the  Gospel,  we  all 
know !  ministers  should  shake  their  garments  and  retire  from  their  territories. 
They  have  some  things  there  that  we  do  not  like.  They  are  not  all  of  them  as 
good  as  they  should  be,  neither  master  nor  servant ;  and  we  are  all  so  good 
ourselves,  that  we  are  the  Solomons  to  exempt  their  soil  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  truth  and  the  grace  of  God  !  This,  especially  as  they  will  meliorate  and  reform 
so  much  better,  without  the  Gospel ;  since  some  of  our  own  patent  saints  at 
the  north,  socialists,  universalists,  heretics,  infidels,  and  all  the  mixed  multitude 
that  hang  on  their  traces  and  follow  their  lead,  are  indebted,  notoriously,  very 
little  indeed,  to  the  Gospel,  for  all  their  philosophy,  their  virtue,  their  influence, 
their  prospect,  and  their  ascendency,  with  their  political  and  sentimental  par¬ 
tisans  and  retainers  ! 

Mr.  President,  I  am  with  you  on  principle ;  as  the  result  of  reflection ;  as  a 
patriot,  as  a  Christion ;  because  I  read  the  Bible  and  believe  it ;  because  I  love 
my  country,  my  whole  country,  and  under  God,  nothing  but  my  country ;  and 
because  I  am  unwilling  to  patronize  tyranny  and  sordid  degradation,  so  much,  as 
to  belong  to  your  adversaries;  whose  limited  vision,  and  impulsive  zeal,  and  in¬ 
corrigible  prejudice,  and  impracticable  plans,  and  malignant  superiority  to  the 
argument  of  reason,  and  experience,  and  Scripture,  render  them,  as  a  whole,  such  a 
class  as  I  desire  not  in  any  way  to  join,  in  their  appropriate  actions  and  characte- 
istic  agitations. 

1.  Your  society  is  catholic  and  impartial,  and  hence  deserving  the  approbation 
of  the  community. 

What  are  the  South,  what  have  they  done  to  be  proscribed,  excommunicated, 
from  our  Northern  beneficence? 

I  am  glad,  sir,  that  our  South  and  South-west  have  been  so  ably  and  well 
represented  here,  this  evening  ;  in  the  noble  and  convincing  Report  of  our  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  in  the  address  of  our  worthy  and  eloquent  brother  Dr.  Newton,  who 
has  traveled  so  far  to  be  with  us,  and  has  represented  his  district  so  well,  on  this 
occasion.  I  only  wish  that  all  the  men  in  New  England,  and  New-Yo.rk,  and 
everywhere  else,  who  know  and  love  the  Gospel,  could  have  enjoyed,  with  us 
the  fruits  of  those  two  documents!  We  have  no  pleasure  in  thinking  ill  of  any 
portion  of  our  country.  God  authorizes  no  such  proscription.  It  is  alone  of 
augury  for  evil ;  the  spirit  of  evil  invented  it,  I  am  sure. 

A  remembered  anecdote  here  occurs  to  me.  It  is  said,  I  think,  in  reference  to 
the  British  territories  in  the  East  Indies,  that  once,  in  conversation  about  Chris¬ 
tianizing  them,  some  clergyman  and  others  were  arguing  the  case,  in  presence  of 
the  great  Iron  Duke,  Wellington.  One  of  the  cloth  was  well  assured  that  it 
was  inexpedient  to  send  them  the  Gospel  in  a  missionary  way ;  at  least  wishing 


46 


SPEECH  OF 


civilization  to  precede,  and  in  due  time  to  marshal  the  way  of  the  ark  of  God ;  oth¬ 
ers  combatted  his  sentiment  with  various  arguments.  The  Duke  was  very  attentive, 
but  quite  silent,  lest  he  should  disturb  “  the  church”  in  their  dissidence.  At 
length  they  appealed  to  him  for  his  judgment  and  decision  in  the  case ;  and  he, 
though  war  was  more  his  proper  element,  at  last  responded  in  a  style  apposite, 
and  suited  to  the  ethics  of  a  warrior.  “  If  I  give  my  opinion,  Gentlemen,  it  would 
respect  alone  this  question — What  are  your  orders  ?  Are  you  not  bid  to  go 
into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature  1  Is  any  part  of  India 
exempted  or  proscribed  ?  If  not,  it  is  very  plain.  Let  every  General  and  every 
soldier,  do  his  duty.” 

And  in  accordance  herewith,  I  ask  what  are  our  “  orders'?”  Is  the  South  an 
exception  in  them  ?  Or,  is  it  some  other  master,  and  not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
that  we  serve?  Is  it  his  work  that  we  do  who  bought  us  with  his  own  blood? 
If  so,  he  alone  can  competently  give  us  “  orders ;”  and  our  work  is  simply  to  do 
the  duty  of  a  soldier;  to  honor  the  world  of  command  ;  to — obey  orders  !  All 
our  expediency  must  be  subordinate,  ever  loyal  to  our  King.  If  on  such 
ground  the  South  are  to  be  excepted,  on  some  other  may  the  West  be,  and  the 
East,  and  the  North  ;  and  then  are  the  “  orders”  effete  and  null — all  by  ouraper- 
verse  and  short-sighted  and  utterly  fallacious,  expediency. 

If,  for  whatever  reason,  it  is  fact  that  the  American  Home  Missionary  Society 
is  straitened  towards  this  Southern  field,  as  if  home  was  not  there  or  in  our 
Country,  let  there  be  no  strife  between  us,  for  we  be  bretheren.  The  space  is  vast 
and  room  too  much  for  all  we  both  can  do.  They  are  our  friends;  we  are 
theirs.  Our  master  is  one  :  and  we  are  not  straitened  in  our  bowels  of  mercies- 

Thou  shall  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.  And  who  is  my  neighbor  ?  Answer 
— any  one,  who  has  need,  and  who  is  near  you,  and  whom  you  can  assist  in  a 
lawful  way.  A  Jew  was  once  treated,  even  by  a  Samaritan,  as  his  neighbor;  and 
I  hear  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  Go  thou  and  do  likewise. 

2.  Our  country  calls  for  your  agency,  and  needs  a  healing  and  restorative 
influence ;  for  its  strength,  its  durability,  its  melioration,  in  every  good  pur¬ 
suit,  and  acquisition,  and  work. 

On  the  other  hand,  let  coldness  stealthily  supervene;  let  alienation  gradually 
spread ;  let  jealousy  be  mutually  fomented ;  let  sectional  antipathies  be  habitu¬ 
ally  cultivated;  let  religious  organizations  badly  and  madly  influence  our  nation¬ 
al  politics,  in  the  antecedents  of  disunion  and  separation;  let  us  be  experimenting 
ingeniously,  to  see  how  much  easier  it  is  to  make  brothers  hate,  rather  than 
love  each  other;  as  Cains,  not  Abels;  as  fighting  in  the  field  because  they  agree 
not  at  the  altar;  and  all  the  precedents  of  history  warn  us  to  beware!  What 
a  model  nation  was  that  planted  in  Palestine,  by  God  himself;  many  states 
united,  in  one  puissant  national  confederation  ;  with  no  king — at  first — but  God 
over  them.  Solomon  died;  and  with  him  the  union,  that  had  lasted  more  than 
five  hundred  years,  died  too.  The  kingdom  was  rent  in  twain — never  to  be  one 
again.  Rehoboam  took  counsel  of  young  men,  not  of  old  and  wise  ones;  and 
the  consequence  ?  A  breach  among  the  related  tribes — the  nation  one  no  more. 
“  To  your  tents,  O  Israel  !  we  have  no  part  in  the  Son  of  Jesse.” 
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How  desirable  to  have  Rehoboam’s  and  Jeroboam’s  ghost  raised,  North  against 
South,  to  infatuate  our  counsels,  and  dissolve  our  Union  !  If  our  grand  national 
arch,  where  every  state  of  thirty-one  is  a  key-stone  state,  the  least  and  the 
weakest  made  strong  and  impregnable  as  our  own  Empire  State,  only  by  reason 
of  its  fixture  and  its.  cement  there — if  that  arch  should  fall,  who,  what,  that  is 
good  and  promising,  is  not  crushed  and  ruined  under  its  desolations  ?  The  black- 
man  and  the  white,  the  slave  and  the  master,  the  North  and  the  South,  the  East 
and  the  West,  the  State  and  the  Territory,  all  ruinating  in  the  confused  abyss  of 
civil  war;  the  fragments  never  re-constructed,  nor  the  grandeur  of  the  pile  restor¬ 
ed  !  So  easy  to  do  mischief—  So  hard  to  mend  it ! 

Oh !  says  one,  why  mince  the  matter  ?  Why  not  abolish  slavery  at  once.  That 
alone  is  the  way.  Answer — very  well,  if  you  think  so.  Go  ahead — abolish  it ! 
Why  don’t  you?  You  abolisher,  why  not  abolish  it?  Do  it  yourself,  to  your  own 
content.  Why  not?  Oh!  you — cannot.  Is  it  so?  Have  you  just  found  it  out? 
Is  all  the  law  and  the  power  with  their  masters  ? 

Well  then — exasperate  them !  Call  them  names  of  infamy.  Think  and  speak 
of  them  in  all  degrading  and  anger-making  ways.  Is  not  that — doing  it  ?  Is  not 
that — patriotism  ?  Will  not  the  slave  be — much  obliged  to  you  ?  How  angry 
and  indignant — exactly,  must  we  make  them,  before  they  take  our  conscience, 
instead  of  their  own;  before  they  allow  our  busy-bodying  in  oilier  men's  mailers , 
to  command  success,  against  all  the  laws  of  probability  and  wisdom  ?  Beside,  to 
deny  them,  so  far  as  we  can,  the  Gospel,  how  long  and  how  stern  must  that  pro¬ 
bation  act,  in  order  to  induce  the  political  and  social  millennium  of  our  vaunting? 
Is  this  the  best  way?  Have  we  not  tried  it,  only  with  failure?  tried  it  long 
enough  ?  Suppose  we  try — kindness  !  The  love  of  Christ  constraining  us  ! 
Magnanimous  and  benignant  construction  and  appreciation  !  Is  it  cold  and  am¬ 
biguous  moonlight,  or  warm  and  full-orbed  sun-beams  that  make  the  summers 
of  the  world  and  reduce  the  polar  ice-bergs  ? 

Alarmists  in  general  or  very  commonly,  belong  as  a  class  to  the  weak  or  the 
wicked,  of  the  genus,  homo ;  and  are  very  seldom  homo-geneous  with  each  other, 
or  with  truth  and  history.  I  have  no  spontaneous  proclivity  toward  them.  But 
a  prudent  man  forseeih  the  evil  and  hideth  himself.  I  have,  says  Patrick  Henry, 
for  the  guidance  of  my  thought  and  action,  in  these  relations,  mainly,  the  simple 
light  of  experience.  Like  causes  produce  like  effects.  The  past  indicates  the 
future,  and  should  illumine  the  present.  What  has  been  often  may  be  again. 
What  a  pity,  that  Rome  and  Carthage  could  not  Jive  in  peace,  and  wisely  decline 
the  “  unprofitable  contest,  of  trying  to  see  which  could  do  the  other  the  more 
harm.”  Was  it  fatality  or  ancestral  spite,  that  the  descendants  of  Japheth  must 
exterminate  those  of  Ham?  And  with  us — is  it  the  old  strife  of  the  civil  wars 
of  England,  the  Cavaliers  and  the  Roundheads,  the  Parliamentarians  and  the 
men  of  the  Commonwealth  against  the  Loyalists  and  the  anti-republicans;  is  it 
Plymouth  Rock  against  Jamestown,  or  Puritan  and  Churchman  in  fratricidal  war, 
or  something  seminally  kindred  to  this?  No  !  Let  us  not  transplant  the  bitter 
weeds  of  Europe  into  the  vallies  and  the  prairies  and  the  gardens  of  America.  It 
becomes  this  nation  to  bear  and  forbear  with  each  other,  in  this  time  of  beacon 
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and  of  crisis.  It  becomes  all  Christians  that  are  Protestants,  to  try  to  be  united, 
against  their  common  and  their  inexorable  foe,  whose  pseudo- Christians  are  all 
united,  not  spiritually,  but  actually ;  not  in  holy  heart-work,  but  in  paganizing  and 
political  organization,  for  their  projected  victories  over  all  that  is  fair,  and  free,  and 
true,  and  good,  blighted  and  devastated  by  them,  in  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Sound  expositors  of  prophecy  warn  us  of  the  time,  and  say — Beware. 
The  sixth  vial  is  now  running,  and  near  its  period  and  its  catastrophe.  The 
great  Euphrates  of  Babylon  the  Great,  the  mother  of  harlots  and  abominations  of 
the  earth,  is  nearly  dried  up ;  and  the  way  of  her  captains,  the  mystical  kings  of 
the  East ,  the  Cyrus  and  the  Darius  that  are  to  subdue  her,  is  nearly  prepared. 
The  thrfg  undean  spirits  like  frogs  are  emerging  from  the  mouth  of  the  Dragon ; 
her  system  of  idolatry  and  baptised  paganism ;  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Beast ;  her 
corrupt  and  tyrannous  government,  as  the  little  horn  of  the  Great  Beast  of  the 
Apostacy ;  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  False  Prophet ;  her  lying  clergy,  her  false 
and  perfidious  hierarchy — not  Mohammed ;  not  the  oriental  prophet  of  Arabia  at 
all,  in  these  wholly  occidental  places : for  they  are  the  spirits  of  devils  working  mira- 
des — Mohammed  never  even  professed  to  work  a  miracle,  but  boasts  the  contrary, 
while  Rome  makes  such  power  essential,  at  once  her  boast,  and  her  brand,  in  all 
ages  Semper  eadem ;  which  go  forth  to  the  kings  of  the  earth ,  and  of  the  whole  worlds 
to  gather  them  to  the  battle  of  that  great  day  of  God  Almighty.  Behold ,  I 
come  as  a  thief  Blessed  is  he  that  walcheth ,  and  keepeth  his  garments ,  lest  he  walk 
naked ,  and  they  see  his  shame.  And  he  gathered  them  together  into  a  place ,  called 
in  the  Hebrew  tongue ,  Armageddon;  that  is,  the  mount  of  destruction. 

Would  not  this  be  a  good  time  for  dissention  and  civil  war?  fit  season  this 
to  set  our  Protestant  brethren  at  variance  ?  to  divide  the  Union  ?  and  to  serve  the 
devil  in  some  of  his  modern  devices,  when  his  own  Kingdom,  which  is  not  divid¬ 
ed  against  itself  is  near  its  terrible  and  eternal  catastrophe !  Little  children ,  love 
one  another. 

The  politics  of  the  country  often  and  badly  influence  the  religion  of  the 
country.  We  mingle  and  combine  monstrously,  what  we  should  only  separate, 
and  confine  to  different  and  proper  spheres.  Render  therefore  to  Cccsar,  the  things 
that  are  Cccsar’ s ;  and  to  God,  the  things  that  are  God’s.  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world.  He  that  taketh  the  sivord,  shall  perish  with  the  sword — else  would  my  ser¬ 
vants  fight.  The  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righteousness  of  God. 

The  present  politics  of  our  country — in  what  a  state  they  are  of  fusions  and 
confusions !  It  is  all  fragmentary — the  candidate,  the  partisan,  the  demagogue, 
the  lover  of  “  the  dear  people that  is,  the  dear  loaves  and  fishes !  and  as  for 
great  and  avowed  principles,  as  to  impartial  and  consistent  statesmanship,  as  to 
honest  and  modest  worth — like  that  of  Cincinnatus,  Columbus,  Washington, 
alas!  those  suns  are  set.  I  belong  to  the  party — if  there  is  such  a  one,  that  be¬ 
lieves  in  God  and  the  Bible,  in  the  country  and  its  steady  melioration,  in  liberty 
and  order,  in  missions  and  mercies,  in  the  identity  of  the  human  species,  and  the 
unrepealed  authority  of  the  Commandment,  Go  ye  into  all  the  world ,  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature.  He  that  believelh ,  and  is  baptized ,  shall  be  saved;  but 
he  that  believelh  not,  shall  be  damned. 
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If  the  Gospel  of  God  cannot  improve  us,  it  is  certain  that  nothing  else  can. 
Nostrums,  boluses,  human  contrivances  and  substitutions,  are  all  illusion  and 
quackery.  The  dissolution  of  the  Union,  could  that  wicked  madness  be  effectu¬ 
ated,  would  no  more  benefit  the  colored  man,  or  abolish  slavery,  or  benefit  any 
party,  than  self-righteousness  can  save  the  soul,  or  deceive  the  eye  of  heaven 
with  its  execrable  affectations.  And  as  to  civil  war — the  alternative,  the  thought, 
is  too  absurd,  too  cruel,  too  infernal,  for  serious  refutation  or  even  recognition. 
Only  hell  could  counsel  it  or  gain  by  it. 

We  ought  to  be  superior  to  political  influences,  in  all  our  religion — and 
preach  the  gospel  !  Instead  of  this,  how  many  reverend  pettifoging  statesmen 
and  pseudo-divines  are  causing  the  souls  of  men,  on  the  Lord's  day,  to  eat  saw¬ 
dust  for  bread,  and  ashes  for  salvation — while  they,  faithful  watchmen  !  are  blow¬ 
ing  the  trumpets  of  anti- Nebraska,  and  making  a  zealous  demonstration  about 
anything  but  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Some  of  them,  always  hollow  and  there¬ 
fore  sonorous,  never  scriptural  to  any  particular  extent,  with  no  thorough  theo¬ 
logy,  or  knowledge  of  their  vocation,  find  slavery  a  very  prolific  and  a  very  easy 
theme  for  declamation,  and  quite  a  resource  from  scripture,  as  also  a  grand  and 
specious  relief  from  the  toil  of  thinking,  and  of  studying,  and  so  of  preaching, 
the  whole  counsel  of  God.  This  is  a  clear  prostitution  of  their  office — blind  leaders 
of  the  blind !  Shepherds  ? 

Blind  mouths !  that  scarce  themselves  know  how  to  hold 
A  sheep-hook,  or  have  learned  aught  else  the  least 
That  to  the  faithful  herdsman’s  art  belongs! 

What  reeks  it  them  ?  What  need  they  ?  They  are  sped ; 

And  when  they  list  their  lean  and  flashy  songs 
Grate  on  their  scrannel  pipes  of  wretched  straw: 

The  hungry  sheep  look  up,  and  are  not  fed, 

But  swollen  with  wind  and  the  rank  mist  they  draw, 

Rot  inwardly,  and  foul  contagion  spread ; 

Besides  what  the  grim  wolf  with  privy  paw 
Daily  devours  apace,  and  nothing  said. 

As  to  Nebraska  and  all  that,  I  have  two  things  to  say,  as  I  am  here  speaking, 
not  preaching,  in  reference  to  the  general  subject : 

First,  as  Nebraska  is  not  the  gospel,  not  justification  by  faith,  not  authorized 
in  our  commission,  not  included  in  our  “  orders,”  not  regeneration,  not  piety,  or 
duty,  or  salvation,  let'us  preach  the  gospel,  and  let  politics,  on  both  sides  of 
the  Mississippi,  alone;  let  the  politics  of  time  affect  us  less  than  the  politics  of 
eternity ;  comparing,  especially  in  the  original,  such  words  of  the  Spirit  as  these 
frW  Tit.  3  :  1-11.  II  Tim.  3  :  12-17 ;  4 :  1-5.  I  Tim.  6  :  1-6  ;  pre-eminently 
the  last  part  of  the  last  passage and  yet  the  whole  Of  it. 

Second,  as  many  things  may  be  done  in  secular  ways,  that  are  incompetent 
to  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  that  are  improper  to  the  action  of  his  Church  and  his 
ministers,  so,  as  men,  as  citizens,  as  patriots,  as  philosophers,  if  you  will,  we  may 
meet  the  issue  in  a  moie  excellent  way ,  than  that  of  growling  at  the  government, 
beating  a  secular  tune  on  “  pulpit  drum  ecclesiastic,”  and  fomenting  revolt,  even 
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the  disintegration  of  our  national  union,  among  the  people.  Meet  the  issue  in 
the  most  heroic,  legitimate,  magnanimous,  benignant,  and  constitutional  way; 
that  of  sending,  trooping,  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  thousands  of  liberty-loving 
freemen,  who  shall  on  the  soil  utter  their  proper  veto  against  slavery  there,  and 
show  by  their  deeds  the  popular  pro-freedom  of  our  sons  and  their  sires,  in  mak¬ 
ing  free  forever  those  nascent  States  of  our  augmenting  and  immense  repub¬ 
lic.  This  is  a  way  that  might  not  suit  the  lovers  of  quarrel  and  pragmaticalness, 
of  agitation  and  self-importance.  But  it  suits,  eminently,  the  genius  of  our  coun¬ 
try  and  its  government.  No  man  could  censure  it.  The  laws  are  all  in  its  favor. 
It  would  injure  no  one.  It  would  be  one  of  the  “pacific  measures  of  triumph;” 
which  sentiment,  some  half  a  century  ago,  was  dear  to  all  our  countrymen ;  and 
sported  on  their  banners  when  they  celebrated  the  acquisition,  from  France,  of 
the  large  south-western  territories  that  are  now  Sovereign  States  of  our 
Confederacy. 

It  needs  to  be  remembered  that  our  republic  is  not  an  empire ;  that  the 
American  Congress  is  a  very  differently  constituted  body  from  the  British  Parlia¬ 
ment;  with  powers  at  once  limited,  and  defined,  and  responsible  to  the  people 
who  gave  them ;  that  every  State  has,  under  the  Constitution,  its  own  preroga¬ 
tives,  to  make  slavery,  or  freedom  only,  to  flourish  there ;  and  that  no  free  State, 
our  own  Excelsior,  for  example,  ever  became,  or  will  become  such,  by  foreign 
interference  or  dictation.  Hence  the  divine  precepts — submit  yourselves  to  every 
ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake — for  so  is  the  will  of  God ,  that  with  well  doing 
ye  may  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men :  as  free ,  and  not  using  #  your 
liberty  for  a  cloak  of  maliciousness  ;  but  as  the  servants  of  God.  Study  to  be  quiet , 
and  to  do  your  own  business.  For  we  hear  that  there  are  some  who  walk  among  you 
disorderly ,  working  not  at  all ,  but  are  busy-bodies.  Now  a  busy-body  is  classed  in 
Scripture  with  a  murderer ,  a  thief  \  an  evil-doer ;  and  so  a  nuisance  in  society, 
meddling  in  other  men's  matters.  Hence  the  progress  of  civil  liberty  in  this 
country  has  been,  in  the  sentiments  of  the  most  competent  judges,  on  the 
whole,  only  retarded,  and  that  to  an  incalculable  degree,  by  the  fanatical  and  fe¬ 
rocious  spirit,  that  drives  like  Jehu ,  but  without  his  commission  or  his  useful¬ 
ness,  to  achieve  its  ends;  in  which  it  pleases — not  God,  but  only  its  own  silly  self! 

Some  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  known  to  us,  have  on  their  death-beds  mourn¬ 
ed  in  agony,  when  they  saw  their  time  gone,  and  their  strength  squandered,  and 
no  good  done,  and  no  blessing  realized,  as  the  result  of  that  great  hoax  of  the 
devil,  abolition ;  in  which  they  were  criminally  betrayed,  aaid  self-allowed  to  be 
led  captive  of  him  at  his  will.  More  such  penances  and  attritions  are  getting  ma- 
ture  for  observation  and  for  record.  It  is  time  for  the  wise  to  retreat,  while  they 
may,  and  be  at  better  business.  Some  wise.observers  have  thought  and  said, 
that  abolitionism  has  done  more  to  dechristianize  the  pulpits  and  the  churches 
of  New  England  than  in  the  same  time  was  ever  effected  by  Socinianism  itself! 
If  this  is  true,  let  ministers,  especially  some  of  them,  tremble  ! 

3.  There*  seem  only  two  ways  here,  in  theory  and  in  practice ;  and  I  delibe¬ 
rately  prefer  and  adopt  that  here  advocated,  or  illustrated,  this  evening;  and  this 
for  many  reasons — peculiarly,  because  of  the  element  of  malignity,  sometimes 
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fanatical  and  outrageous,  that  seems  to  qualify,  and  to  animate,  the  men  of  the 
antagonizing  sympathy.  I  have  met  it,  felt  it,  suffered  it,  seen  it,  proved  it,  too 
often,  to  have  any  doubts  of  its  reality.  All  fanaticism,  as  others  beside  Isaac 
Taylor  have  shown  us,  is  malignant  and  murderous.  The  Inquisition  and  the 
Auto-da-fe  are  only  two  of  its  multitudinous  and  identifying  fruits.  John  Huss, 
Jorome  of  Prague,  Ridley  and  Latimer,  to  say  nothing  of  thousand  of  others, 
are  only  a  few  of  its  more  illustrious  victims.  If  that  spirit  were  once  fairly 
uncaged,  if  its  power  could  but  illustrate  its  will,  Oh!  what  results  of  desolation 
to  the  church,  and  to  the  country,  and  to  the  world ! 

Too  lately,  I  mean  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Board  at  Hartford,  I  wit¬ 
nessed  with  others,  even  in  that  august  and  holy  convocation,  more  demonstra¬ 
tions,  public  and  private,  than  I  ever  saw  before,  on  .such  an  occasion,  of  this 
sordid  and  evil  quality.  I  cannot  enumerate  them.  Take  a  few  specimens. 

One  worthy  and  truly  polite  brother,  a  minister  and  an  honorary  member 
from  the  South,  was  publicly  insulted  with  the  imputation,  as  if  his  pertinent 
and  sensible  speech  was  made  merely  to  conciliate  popularity  in  the  metropolitan 
eity  of  Virginia,  where  he  lives ;  then,  afterward,  an  ugly  apology  w7as  made  to 
him,  as  if  its  motive  were  simply  to  exasperate  the  first  affront — unbrotherly,  ill- 
bred,  and  worthy  of  universal  rebuke. 

Yet  that  honored  person  represents  Presbyterian  Christians  and  Churches; 
probably  as  wise  and  as  faithful,  certainly  quite  as  orthodox,  as  any  in  New-Eng- 
land  !  The  worthy  successor,  not  only  of  the  late  John  H.  Rice,  D.  D.  of  bless¬ 
ed  memory,  but  more  proximately  of  the  sainted  William  J.  Armstrong,  D.  D.  an 
excellent  brother,  removed  from  that  church  to  become  one  of  their  own  approv¬ 
ed  and  honored  Secretaries — and  removed  from  life,  some  eight  years  since,  by 
shipwreck  and  drowning,  while  devotedly  engaged  in  their  service,  I  say — shame 
to  such  brotherhood,  such  northern  hospitality,  such  traveled  good  manners !  It 
was  done  in  public,  and  in  public  I  rebuke  it,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

There  was  a  spirit  palpably  mingling  in  the  audience,  very  much  of  the  same 
uncatholic  quality.  One  says — “  I  am  from  the  Green  Mountain  State;”  another, 
“  1  speak  for  the  Granite  State ;”  another,  “  I  represent  the  sentiments  of  the  Old 
Bay  State;”  and  another,  “You  must  do  it,  nothing  else  will  go  down  in  New 
England.”  Thus,  sectionalism,  politics,  abolitionism,  and  the  spirit  of  secular 
and  popular  meetings,  are  becoming  more  and  more  the  animus,  dominant  and 
proscriptive,  of  that  grand  quondam  National  Anniversary.  No  man  seemed  to 
recollect  the  United  States  oe  America*  while  dictating — irresponsibly — to  the 
voting  and  corporate  members  of  that  “  American  Board.”  No  speaker  seemed 
to  care  for  the  obsolete  patriotism  that  comprehends  the  Union,  as  sacred  and 
fundamental  to  all  the  just  hopes  of  our  country.  No  one  was  for  an  e  pltjri- 
bus  unum  love  of  one’s  country.  It  was  too  partial,  disintegrating,  and  forget¬ 
ful  of  the  normal  principles  of  that  noble  fraternal  organization,  that,  for  forty- 
five  years,  has  illustrated  abroad,  with  such  dignity,  and  intelligence,  and  consis¬ 
tency,  and  piety,  the  richest  honor,  and  the  most  humane  beneficence,  of  our 
whole  country,  Qiir  American  Christianity,  our  genuine  and  philanthropic  evan¬ 
gelization.  And  what?  Has  any  section  of  our  country  the  monopoly  of  it? 
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Is  it  not  “American?”  Is  any  portion  really,  or  virtually,  or  prospectively,  ex¬ 
cluded?  May  not  California,  or  Virginia  participate,  in  all  the  duties  and  in  all 
the  interests  of  the  celestial  league,  as  well  as  the  vaunted  “  Old  Bay  State,”  or 
the  assumptive  abrogations  of  “  New  England  ?”  Do  they  wish  to  detach  very 
many  of  us,  especially  all  Presbyterians  ?  I  hope,  and  sincerely  I  would  hope, 
and  pray,  not  finally,  or  deliberately  not  ! 

We  are  all  equal  partners  that  are  members  of  that  grand  Christian  confede¬ 
ration;  corporate  members  on  their  platform  are  all  equal,  by  law  and  usage  and 
right,  human  and  divine.  The  same  is  true  of  all  the  honoraries  inter  se,  as  ne¬ 
cessarily  another  and  a  much  more  numqfous  class;  yet,  as  brethren  we  are  all 
equals,  peers  of  the  kingdom,  and  ought  to  show  that  intemeraia  Jides  et  non 
violabile  numen ,  which  illustrates  at  home  the  genuine  Christianity  we  combine  to 
propagate  abroad ;  ever  endeavoring  to  evince  the  approved  courtesies  of  the 
kingdom  ;  in  honor  preferring  one  another ,  and  in  lowliness  of  mind  each  esteeming 
other  better  than  themselves. 

I  choose  here  to  tell  a  fact  there  occurring,  about  which  on  my  own  account 
I  care  very  little ;  but  as  an  illustration,  and  the  premise  of  an  argument,  I  deem 
it  worthy  of  some  animadversion.  The  crowd  there  was  so  dense  that  the  voting 
members,  whose  responsibility  is  great  and  real,  were  often  precluded  from  de¬ 
liberation,  from  voting,  and  even  from  the  house.  On  Thursday  evening  I  felt 
it  right  to  urge  myself  through  the  standing  masses,  that  I  might  take  my  proper 
place  ;  and  with  some  special  reasons  ;  there  I  encountered  a  brother  in  the  minis¬ 
try,  whom  I  had  not  lately  seen,  whom  I  had  long  known,  and  who  was,  I  sup¬ 
posed,  a  gentleman,  as  well  as  an  abolitioner.  As  such  I  saluted  him,  as  grace¬ 
fully  as  I  eould,  and  with  feelings  consciously  fraternal — only,  in  the  end,  it 
seems,  to  waken  his  malignity !  In  an  undertone,  that  many  near  us  could  hear 
as  well  as  myself,  he  said  in  substance  these  very  words — “  Go  forward,  sir.  You 
are  needed  on  the  platform.  There  is  one  pro-slavery  speaker  now  on  the  floor ; 
and  you  are  wanted  to  help  him.”  This  was  his  well-bred  salutation,  or  his 
most  pious  utterance!  The  speaker  was,  I  think,  Chancellor  Walworth;  he  had 
just  been  in  conference  with  the  venerable  President,  T.  Frelinghuysen,  LL.  D. 
and  seemed  to  enunciate  their  common  views.  Certainly  I  have  no  reason  to 
be  ashamed  of  the  classification ;  but  he  had!  What  canon  of  ethics  or  aesthet¬ 
ics,  what  usage  of  court  or  heaven,  allows  such  diabolical  barbarism  ?  such  bru¬ 
tality  of  wantonness? 

Now,  sir,  I  will  state  briefly  only  a  few  other  samples  of  the  spirit  that  dis¬ 
parages  every  thing  but  its  own ;  and  so  loves  liberty  as  to  persecute,  as  far  as  it 
dare,  any  man  who  ventures  to  differ  from  them  on  the  topic  of  slavery. 

The  ministerial  brother?  to  whom  I  have  just  referred,  in  calling-  me  and 
mine  pro-slavery,  in  that  mean,  ill-mannered  way,  broke  both  the  ninth  command* 
ment,  in  his  false  witness-bearing,  and  the  eleventh  commandment,  which  Christ 
gave  “  new  ”  to  his  disciples.  Indeed  I  have  seen  and  felt  so  much  of  this  ma¬ 
lignity,  within  the  last  ten  years ;  and  have  weakly  brooked  and  borne  it,  that  I 
fear  their  audacity  may  be  encouraged  in  its  sin  by  the  appearance  of  indiffer¬ 
ence.  Hence  it  seems  time  to  show  its  heart  to  the  Christian  community.  I  cite 
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only  a  few  more  examples,  from  my  own  experience,  and  that  within  three  or 
four  years  past. 

One  writes  me,  while  a  pastor,  thus  :  “  I  wish  you  to  prepare  my  Certificate, 
and  that  of  my  wife ;  as  I  am  willing  no  more  to  have  for  my  pastor  any  one 
who  can  speak  from  the  pulpit,  as  you  did  lately,  about  slavery.”  He  alluded  to 
a  brief  statement,  in  commendation  of  the  Colonization  Society,  which  I  had 
made  perhaps  the  previous  week,  and  I  think  on  thanksgiving  day. 

Another  writes  :  “  I  wish  you  to  erase  my  name  from  the  catalogue  of  your 
members.  I  may  join  some  other  church,  when  I  find  one  to  suit  me.  At  any 
rate,  I  will  not  belong  any  more  to  yours,  thinking  and  speaking  as  you  do  on  • 
the  subject  of  slavery.  I  ask  for  no  certificate,  as  I  will  join  no  church  with  pa¬ 
pers  having  your  name  to  them.  Others,  if  they  come  our  way,  will  be  wel¬ 
come  to  enter  my  house.  With  all  due  respect,  &c.” 

This  is  the  honest  substance  of  his  letter.  Did  he  think  a  Christian  and  a 
Presbyterian  pastor  had  any  power  to  erase  his  name,  and  dismiss  him  irres¬ 
ponsibly  to  the  world  ?  What  but  malignity  could  induce  such  insolence,  to  one 
who  might  largely,  teste  me  ipso,  command  his  gratitude  ?  1  had  often  taken  his 
part,  acted  his  friend,  suffered  for  his  sake,  and  never  knew  when  I  offended  him. 

But  I  can  recollect  numberless  instances  in  which,  with  a  true  heart,  I  have 
served  and  loved  both  him  and  his.  But — so  he  loves  liberty. 

I  have  done  with  this  array,  having  omitted  many  specimens,  less  decent  and 
less  proper  to  be  narrated.  Insult,  slander,  the  nasus  aduncus  of  vulgar  and  sor¬ 
did  spite,  are  to  follow  the  man  who  dares  in  opinion  to  differ  from  these  tyrants, 
on  that  or  any  other  subject.  And  to  this  class  belong,  on  a  scale  of  varying 
colors  and  degrees,  mainly  all  who  disparage  or  who  vilify  the  movement  wo 
celebrate  this  evening.  By  an  induction  of  very  many  particulars,  I  take  my  po¬ 
sitions  that  their  malignity  is  real ;  that  like  the  fretting  leprosy ,  described  in  the 
pentateuch,  it  is  pervading  the  total  system  where  it  finds  a  lodgment ;  that  it  is 
alien  to  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel ;  that  it  is  deceitful  and  perilous  to  its  subject, 
who  often  knows  not  of  what  manner  of  spirit  he  is ;  that  there  is  ordinarily  no  hope, 
or  promise,  or  motive  to  reason  with  it ;  that  it  is  a  virus  of  evil,  assumptive, 
arrogant,  clownish,  spiteful,  and  desecrating  to  all  the  sanctities  in  the  universe  ; 
that  it  would  as  lief  make  a  civil  war  in  this  country  as  not,  only  much  rather — 
make  the  war,  I  say,  not  fight  the  battles  or  pay  the  cost  of  the  war;  that  it 
hates  the  country,  rather  than  loves  it,  with  all  the  patriotism  it  possesses ;  that 
it  is  passionate,  impulsive,  partisan,  and  continually  deteriorating ;  as  it  is  written, 
evil  men  and  seducers  shall  wax  worse  and  worse,  deceivers  and  being  deceived. 

Look  at  the  arch-heretics,  socinians,  infidels,  railers  at  the  good,  Sabbath-pro- 
faners,  reckless  demagogues,  visionaries,  she-preachers,  and  irresponsibles  of 
all  sorts,  that  illustrate  and  grace  the  abolitioners  who  oppose  us,  and  boldly  de¬ 
nounce  the  laws,  the  constitution,  the  union,  and  all  the  Southern  States,  in  in¬ 
discriminate  and  revolutionary  fury,  morally,  drunk,  deaf,  and  blind!  Is  it  a 
wonder  that  we  retreat  from  their  communion,  and  say,  with  good  old  Jacob, 
Instruments  of  cruelty  are  in  their  habitation ;  O  my  soul  come  not  thou  into  their 
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secret :  to  their  assembly,  mine  honor,  be  not  thou  united :  for  in  their  anger  they 
slew  a  mam,  and  in  their  self-will  they  digged  down  a  wall.  Cursed  be  their  anger , 
for  it  was  fierce  ,*  and  their  wrath,  for  it  was  cruel.  1  will  divide  them  in  Jacob , 
and  scatter  them  in  Israel. 

Now,  Sir,  in  this  crisis  of  ominous  and  troublous  times,  I  salute  the  advent 
of  this  most  impartial,  most  useful,  most  adapted,  and  most  seasonable  organi¬ 
zation.  The  latent  sense  and  sound  conservatism  of  the  American  people  can  be 
rallied  to  the  rescue.  The  msses  have  political  honesty;  and  when  they  are  en¬ 
lightened  and  well-informed,  they  will  go  for  the  country,  for  Christianity,  for 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  for  the  moral  and  the  social  consolidation  of  all  the 
States,  for  the  true  interests  of  our  great  and  prosperous  nation;  pro  aris  et 
focis ;  for  the  real  good  of  all;  and  they  will  ignore  and  oppose  all  opposite 
tendencies  ;  they  will  practically  Know  Nothing  but  what  patriotism  and  Chris¬ 
tianity  shall  together  sanction  and  inspire,  for  the  best  good  of  their  country; 
and  they  are  right  in  it,  they  are  Americans. 

But,  say  some;  let  us  enlighten  the.m  about  slavery.  Very  well,  if  you  can. 
Do  it  wisely,  decently,  calmly,  and  go  ahead!  But — do  you  forget  that  men  are 
there  of  gigantic  minds;  men  that  know  a  thing  or  two  themselves  :  men  that 
have  Bibles,  as  well  as  you,  and  read  them ;  men,  that  pray  as  sincerely,  and  th  t 
comprehend  the  matter  infinitely  more  and  better  in  principle  and  in  detail,  than 
any  outsider  at  the  North.  With  what  profound  and  devout  reverence  for  their 
own  spare  wisdom,  do  the  men  of  one  idea  talk,  to  their  own  satisfaction,  about 
enlightening  the  South !  An  impartial  spectator  of  the  scenes  enacted  here  by 
them,  for  a  decade  of  years  ago  and  more,  would  say — you  waste  your  anima¬ 
tion  ;  you  never  hit  the  mark  ;  you  do  no  good ;  your  abolitionizing  never  abol¬ 
ishes;  or,  it  abolishes  only  your  own  respectability;  you  put  yourselves  and 
others  in  a  miserable  fret — for  nothing ;  you  look  and  act  no  more  like  the 
apostles  of  Christ,  or  the  blessed  Master  himself,  in  what  they  said,  and  did,  and 
wrote,  on  this  very  subject — since  slavery  is  almost  as  old  as  the  apostacy  of 
man  in  the  world — you  resemble,  you  imitate  those  sublime  examples,  no 
more  than  the  dissonance  of  Babel  is  like  the  harmonies  of  the  Bible!  You 
are  mere  caricatures  of  all  the  Scriptures  inculcate,  on  this  very  topic,  and  theme, 
and  thing!  And  the  real  results  or  tendencies  of  all  your  rabies ,  is  only  misery 
and  defeat;  no  better  is  it  for  the  black  than  the  white  man:  inimical  to  the 
slave  as  well  as  to  his  master;  injurious  to  the  North  as  well  as  the  South. 
You  seem  remarkably  destitute  of  wisdom,  although  there  be  some  “  method  in 
your  madness ;”  your  arguments  often  arraign  the  very  attributes  of  the  Almighty. 
The  great  argument  of  the  theodicy  of  slavery,  you  are  as.  incompetent  to 
treat  and  maintain,  in  general,  as  are  formalists  in  religion  to  comprehend  its 
spirituality,  or  wild  Joe  Smith  enthusiasts  to  defend  or  appreciate  its  truth  and 
soberness,  in  connection  with  its  chastity,  and  its  order,  and  its  proper  glory. 

But — whatever  such  may  continue  to  degenerate  and  be,  to  deteriorate  and 
achieve  in  their  own  way,  we,  trusting  in  God  alone,  will  assist  those  who  need 
it,  with  the  means  of  grace.  We  will  try  and  pray  to  see  them  supplied  with  the 
stated  ministries  of  the  Gospel.  We  love  the  slave,  because  we  love  the  man. 
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We  love  and  try  to  bless  his  immortal  interests.  We  believe  him  to  be  a  brother 
of  the  species.  We  rejoice  in  piety  prospering  among  them.  We  say  to  each  con¬ 
verted  brother,  Art  thou  called ,  being  a  servant  ?  Care  not  for  it.  But ,  if  thou 
mayest  be  made  free,  use  it,  that  is,  prefer  it,  use  freedom  rather.  We  would 
tell  him,  the  worst  slaveholder  in  the  universe  is  the  devil ;  the  worse  slaves  in 
the  world  are  the  slaves  of  sin ;  the  slavery  that  impiety  makes  is  just  infinite¬ 
ly  and  inconceivably  and  eternally  worse  than  any  other  in  existence  ;  and 
that  there  is  no  other  cure  for  the  evils,  incidental  or  organized,  of  their  secular 
slavery,  than  the  influence  of  the  gospel — positively,  no  other  !  This  will  pro¬ 
gressively  make  the  slave  Christ’s  freeman ,  and  the  master  Christ's  servant;  and 
when  all  come  to  love  Christ,  th^en,  and  not  till  then,  will  they  truly  love  each 
other ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  duties,  rights,  and  sins,  be  properly  under¬ 
stood  by  us  all ;  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  intemperance,  error,  impurity,  im¬ 
morality,  war,  slavery,  and  every  other  allied  evil  that  now  degrades  society,  be 
banished  from  the  earth,  and  the  kingdom  of  God  be  everywhere  established 
and  every  where  glorified. 


TREASURER'S  STATEMENT. 


The  following  abstract  of  the  Treasurer’s  Report,  with  the  accom¬ 
panying  vouchers,  was  read  at  the  Annual  Meeting  : 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Southern  Aid  Society,  about  a  year  since, 
there  has  been  received  into  pts  Treasury,  from  all  sources,  an  aggre¬ 


gate  of  •  •  •  .  «  .  «  . 

Disbursements  during  the  same  period,  as  follows : 
To  the  Synod  of  Kentucky,  New  School, 

Synod  of  Mississippi,  do. 

German  Reformed  Classis  of  North-Carolina, 
Domestic  Missionary  Society  of  Richmond,  Va. 
Rev.  James  Stratton,  Dorchester  Church,  Sum¬ 
merville,  North-Carolina, 

Rev.  William  W.  King,  Garden  Valley,  Texas 
Rev.  Mr.  Rafferty,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas, 

Rev.  Cornelius  Gates,  Fairfax  County,  Virginia, 
Salaries,  ....... 

Traveling  expenses  of  General  Agent,  Southern 
Tour,  ....... 

Printing  Constitution  and  Address,  Circulars, 

&c.  .....*. 

Office  furniture,  rent,  fuel,  and  other  expenses, 

Total  disbursements,  .... 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  October  5th 
1854,  of . 


,595  12 


$500  00 
500  00 
300  00 
400  00 

250  00 
200  00 
150  00 
120  00 
1,344  32 

163  65 

90  25 
254  66 


.272  78 


$322  34 


New-York,  25  October,  1854. 

Having  examined  the  account  as  stated  herewith,  I  find  it  correct ;  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  hands  of  Gebard  Hallock,  Esq.  Treasurer,  of  $322  34. 

MOSES  ALLEN, 

Auditor. 


APPENDIX 


We  have  before  us  a  multitude  of  applications  of  various  kinds,  which 
as  yet  we  have  been  unable  to  meet. 

1.  Sometimes  a  large  territorial  district  is  presented  to  us  as  an  in¬ 
teresting  missionary  field  for  incipiant  enterprises.  For  example — There 
is  a  narrow  strip  of  country  running  north-eastwardiy,  through  East 
Tennessee,  into  South-western  Virginia,  pretty  well  supplied  with  churches 
on  either  side  of  the  same,  for  the  distance  of  from  200  to  300  miles,  up 
and  down  the  country;  there  is  a  population  very  scantily  supplied  with 
religious  privileges,  which  would  gladly  receive  such  aid  as  we  could 
render.  Such  another  field  is  held  up  to  our  notice  in  Western  Virginia; 
and  still  another  in  Kentucky . 

2.  Sometimes  a  large  ministerial  destitution  is  brought  to  our  view- 
in  the  number  of  vacant  churches  presented  to  our  notice,  within  the 
bounds  of  different  judications.  And  again,  in  “churches  partially  sup¬ 
plied — one  minister  filling  three  or  four  pulpits  alternately,  and  some, 
times  riding  20  or  30  miles  on  horseback  to  do  even  that  1 

3.  We  are  sometimes  made  acquainted  with  the  necessitous  condi¬ 

tion  of  a  region  of  country,  through  accounts  of  the  self-denying  sacrifices 
of  the  ministry.  Various  letters  inform  us  of  a  body  of  clergymen  wrho 
are  pronounced  well  educated,  able  men,  who  could  do  well  elsewhere, 
and  who,  to  get  along  respectably,  are  compelled  either  to  teach,  or  farm, 
or  follow  the  trade  they  learned  before  they  entered  the  ministry.”  Of 
those  brethren  it  is  said,  that  they  are  willing  to  sacrifice  themselves  to 
bestow  blessings  upon  the  feeble  churches  over  which  God  has  placed 
them.  It  may  be  remembered  that  it  was  published,  a  year  since,  in  a 
New  England  paper,  of  one  of  these  ministers — that  after  his  church  had 
reported  to  Presbytery,  through  its  Elder,  that  the  services  of  their  pas¬ 
tor  during  the  year  had  been  “  acceptable  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  from 
the  Presbytery,  respecting  the  amount  of  his  salary — the  Elder  respond¬ 
ed — that  the  church  had  paid  their  minister  for  his  year’s  service — the 
sum  of  thirty-six  dollars.  (Such  was  the  fact.)  • 
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4.  Sometimes  leading  Christian  brethren  send  us  the  names  of  par¬ 
ticular  places  within  their  personal  knowledge,  where  procuring  assis¬ 
tance  to  a  public  church,  or  a  starting  enterprize,  would  assuredly  be 
well  applied — such  as  Harrisburgh ,  Nacadochy ,  San  Augustine ,  Whee - 
lock,  Weere,  Alatagordee ,  Corpus  Christi ,  Garden  Veelley ,  &c.  in  Texas. 
Other  catalogues  are  furnished  us  from  other  states. 

5.  We  are  sometimes  especially  applied  to  by  a  certain  ecclesiastical 
or  missionary  body  stating  its  own  special  missionary  necessities  and 
openings,  and  specifying  the  sums  desirable  for  the  several  localities  res¬ 
pectively.  And  again  the  applicant  is  some  particular  church  in  Mis¬ 
souri,  Georgia,  Texas  or  elsewhere,  presenting  its  pressing  necessities 
and  promising  prospects,  and  earnestly  imploring  assistance  in  view  of 
the  same. 

6.  In  a  word,  we  have  now  before  us  a  large  number  of  applications 
indicating  many  points  where,  in  our  judgment,  monies  might  be  profita¬ 
bly  invested  for  the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
if  the  churches  should  see  fit  to  make  us  their  almoners  in  this  Chris¬ 
tian  work. 

We  need  not  say  that  our  General  Agent  stands  ready  to  visit  any 
Church  which  might  desire  to  consider  the  claims  of  our  society,  and  to 
receive  any  contributions  which  our  brethren  feel  disposed  to  make. 


15^*  Remittances  of  money  or  drafts  intended  for  the  Society  should 
be  addressed  to  Gerard  Hallock,  Treasurer,  91  Wall-street,  New-York. 
Letters  of  correspondence  or  business,  other  than  financial,  relating  to 
the  Society,  should  be  addressed  to  Rev.  Joseph  C.  Stiles,  General 
Agent,  93  Wall-street,  New-York. 


treasurer’s  report. 


Particulars  of  the  receipts  are  as  follows  : 

From  James  Boorman,  New-York, 

Gerard  Hallock,  do. 

Anson  G.  Phelps,  Jr.  do. 

John  Clark,  Northampton,  Massachusetts, 
Ex-Governor  Fairbanks,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont, 
Charles  Atwater,  New-Haven,  Connecticut, 

Joseph  Dulles,  Philadelphia, 

Samuel  Farrar,  Andover,  Massachusetts, 

R.  H.  Winslow,  New-York, 

Jasper  Corning,  do. 

William  G.  Bull,  do. 

Sydney  E.  Morse,  do. 

George  D.  Phelps,  do.  . 

Edmund  Coffin,  do. 

Cummins,  Allen  &  Seaman,  do. 

Mrs.  A.  Bronson,  do. 

Rev.  Isaac  Lewis,  D.  D.  do. 

James  Wright,  do. 

John  H.  Coley,  New-Haven,  Connecticut, 

John  Wallace,  Newark,  New  Jersey, 

A.  Brown,  Philadelphia, 

Rebecca  Napier,  New-York,  by  her  Attorney 
J.  Corning  &  Co.  do. 

H.  H.  Shieffelin,  do. 

Henry  L.  Stew'art,  Hamden,  Connecticut, 

George  Grennell,  Jr.  New-York,  . 

Mr.  Lathrop,  Savannah, 

Rev.  Leonard  Woods,  D.  D.,  Andover,  Mas 

A  Lady, . 

Collected  by  General  Agent  on  his  Southern  Tour, 
Premium  on  exchanges,  .... 


Total  receipts  . 
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$1,000  00 
1,000  00 
200  00 
150  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00 
100  00  • 
100  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
50  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
20  00 
10  00 
10  00 
7  00 
1  00 
869  75 
2  37 


$4,595  12 
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